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There  is  an  optimistic  feeling  among  British  Columbia  business 
men  and  officials  as  to  the  business  outlook  for  1917.  Vancouver, 
as  well  as  the  Province,  has  experienced  a  severe  financial  depression 
during  the  last  few  years,  the  loAvest  point,  it  is  thought,  having 
been  reached  in  the  latter  part  of  1915  and  the  earl}'^  part  of  1910, 
but  the  extra  demand  for  products  of  all  kinds  brought  about  by 
the  war  has  aided  in  the  improvement  of  conditions,  the  demand  for 
metals  having  particularly  assisted  in  the  development  of  the  natural 
resources  of  the  Province. 

Improved  Financial  Conditions. 

The  following  extract,  taken  from  a  recent  statement  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Vancouver  Board  of  Trade,  reviews  in  part  the  financial 
conditions  in  the  Province  during  1915  and  191G : 

Business  conditions  have  so  far  been  niucli  more  satisfactory  in  1916  for 
Bi'itish  Columbia,  and  A^aucouver  in  particular,  than  1915.  The  war,  of  course, 
had  much  to  do  with  the  financial  depression  last  year  that  affected  every 
branch  of  commercial  and  industrial  activity,  mining  alone  excepted ;  but  a 
still  greater  factor  was  the  collapse  of  the  real  estate  boom  and  resultant 
overspeculation,  wliich  had  followed  the  period  of  development  and  prosperity. 
The  ultimate  result  was  that  in  1915  the  volume  of  business  was  materially 
reduced,  many  merchant  firms  had  to  liquidate,  building  operations  almost 
ceased,  and  the  activities  of  municipalities  were  considerably  curtailed. 

On  the  wliole,  however,  the  I'esult  has  been  salutary.  Economy  and  re- 
trenchment have  done  much  to  improve  matters,  and  merchants  who  have 
been  able  to  hold  on  are  to-day  in  a  sounder  position  than  previously. 

The  lumber  industry,  beyond  doubt,  was  more  brisk  than  it  had  been  for  a 
considerable  time,  and  mining  was  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Stocks,  it  is 
true,  are  low,  so  low  as  to  be  inadequate  for  everyday  needs,  but  importers 
do  not  regard  that  as  by  any  means  an  unhealthy  position,  and  ax-e  setting  them- 
selves to  bring  their  stocks  up  to  the  normal  level  without  pandering  to 
extravagance  or  making  the  way  easy  for  the  abuse  of  credit.  With  its  great 
natural  resources,  British  Columbia  must  always  forge  ahead  in  normal  times. 
Timber,  metal,  coal,  fisheries,  and  water  power  are  assets  which  will  ever  com- 
mand an  increasing  volume  of  commerce,  so  long  as  the  increase  is  steady  and 
not  sensational. 

The  harbor  of  Vancouver  is  being  steadily  improved  and  equipped  for  a  trade 
far  larger  than  that  which  the  city  has  ever  enjoyed,  and  toward  which  the 
Panama  Canal  is  expected  largely  to  contribute.  Railway  construction,  too, 
has  gone  on  uninterruptedly  throughout  the  depression,  and  the  facilities 
afforded  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  for  effecting  transport  between 
Vancouver  and  the  interior  of  Canada  will  enlarge  the  commercial  scope  of 
the  port.  Unquestionably,  Vancouver  has  a  great  future  before  it.  The  pre- 
war boom  and  subsequent  depression  merely  showed  that  it  tried  to  anticipate 
the  future  by  a  few  years.  But  the  lesson  has  been  learned.  Both  commercial 
and  industrial  activities  will  now  be  steadily  advanced,  and  the  period  follow- 
ing the  war  will  give  every  opportunity  for  doing  so. 
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Revenues  and  Expenditures  of  the  Province. 

The  total  assessment  of  cities  and  miniicipal  districts  during  1916 
was  $653,501,890,  and  the  debenture  debt,  $95,299,104.  The  assets  of 
the  Province  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  191G,  were  $14,- 
229,373,  and  the  liabilities  $29,011,990,  an  excess  of  the  latter  over 
the  former  of  $14,782,617.  The  natural  assets  of  the  Province,  in  the 
form  of  lands  and  timber,  and  the  value  of  permanent  structures, 
such  as  schools,  etc.,  are  not  included  in  the  foregoing  figures. 

The  revenue  for  the  year  aggregated  $6,291,693,  and  the  expendi- 
tures, $10,422,206.  The  chief  sources  of  revenue  were:  Dominion 
subsidy,  $723,000;  land  sales,  $119,772;  timber  licenses,  $1,116,131; 
timber  royalties,  $361,247;  law  stamps,  $139,900;  registry  fees, 
$241,000;  real  property  tax,  $492,000 ;  personal  property  tax,  $278,000 ; 
land  tax,  $534,000 ;  income  tax,  $329,000 ;  and  royalty  on  coal,  $173,000. 
The  expenditures  included  the  following  chief  items:  Public  debt, 
$1.421,000 ;  civil  salaries,  $1,555,000 ;  administration  of  justice,  $62,000 ; 
public  institutions,  $403,200;  education,  $1,325,000;  public  works, 
$2,555,720,  miscellaneous,  $2,000,000. 

The  bond  guaranties  given  by  the  Province  were :  Canadian  North- 
ern Pacific,  $47,975,000 ;  Pacific  Great  Eastern,  $20,160,000 ;  Naknsp 
&  Slocan  Railway,  $647,000;  Greater  Vancouver  Sewerage  Board, 
$5,000,000;  total,  $73,782,000,  of  which  bonds  execute.1  totaled 
$63,193,500.  Subsidies  to  the  amount  of  $1,425,000  were  authorized 
to  the  Kettle  Valley  Railway,  of  which  $1,100,700  was  paid. 

While  the  bank  clearings  do  not  show  the  entire  trade  of  a  district, 
they  unquestionably  represent  a  barometer  of  trade  progress.  The 
monthly  bank  clearings  of  the  city  of  Vancouver  during  1916,  with 
the  exception  of  April,  showed  a  steady  increase,  which  it  is  thought 
is  indicative  of  the  approaching  return  to  better  financial  conditions. 
The  total  clearings  for  1916  were  $321,588,718,  as  compared  with 
$281,575,949  in  1915.  During  the  boom  of  1910,  1911,  and  1912,  the 
increases  in  the  bank  clearings  were  often  sudden  and  not  of  a 
permanent  nature.  Local  business  men  consider  that  there  was  a 
general  bettemient  in  conditions  last  year  and  that  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  development  Avill  increase,  as  the  foreign 
trade  through  the  port  and  the  various  industries  such  as  mming, 
lumbering,  fishing,  and  farming  are  permanent,  and  show  every  in- 
dication of  progress. 
Revenue  of  the  City  of  Vancouver. 

The  following  table  furnishes  general  statistics  for  the  city  of 
Vancouver  for  1915  and  1916,  and  shows  increased  revenues  in  the 
various  Government  offices: 


Items. 

1915 

1916 

Items. 

1915 

1916 

$281,575,949 
5,061,201 

$321,588,718 

6,114,929 

604,715 

Building  permits 

Postage-stamp  sales 

Gold-bullion  deposits  a. . . 

81,59-5,229 

484,G:?5 

2,736,302 

$2,412,889 

Inland  revenue 

518,963 

2, 828, 239 

a  Assay  office. 
Industries  of  the  Province. 

The  four  principal  industries  of  British  Columbia,  agriculture, 
mining,  lumbering,  and  fishing,  are  derived  entirely  from  the  natural 
resources  of  the  Province. 

The  values  of  these  industries  in  1915  and  1916,  respectively,  were 
as  follows :  Agriculture,  $30,246,520  and  $34,000,000  (estimated) ;  min- 
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ing.  $29,447,508  iind  $42,970,555;  lumbering,  $29,150,000  and  $35,- 
528,000;  fishing,  Avliicli  includes  the  Aaluc  of  fish  for  home  consump- 
tion and  amounts  landed  by  American  vessels  (fiscal  year  ended  Mar. 
31),  $11,515,086  and  $11,775,447. 

A  large  number  of  the  manufacturing  establislnnents  in  the  Prov- 
ince depend  to  a  great  extent  on  the  foregoing  industries,  yet  many 
others  import  their  raAv  materials. 
Harbor  Improvements. 

One  of  the  principal  harbor  impro\ ements  last  year  v,as  the  recla- 
mation of  some  40  acres  of  tidelands  in  False  Creek,  which  was 
obtained  by  the  construction  of  a  bulkhead  that  was  later  filled  in 
with  sand  pumped  by  the  dredges  when  deepening  the  channel  of 
the  creek.  While  little  has  been  done  toward  utilizing  this  reclaimed 
land,  it  is  reported  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  area  has  been 
applied  for  by  mdustries  of  various  kinds,  and  it  will  add  consider- 
ably to  the  manufacturing  acreage  of  the  city, 

A  Government  wharf,  constructed  of  concrete,  was  completed  at 
the  foot  of  Salisbury  Drive  on  Burrarcl  Inlet.  It.  has  two  slips  800 
feet  long  with  a  frontage  of  300  feet  at  low  tide.  The  minimmn 
depth  of  water  along  the  front  of  the  wharf  is  35  feet.  A  large  ware- 
house on  the  wharf  is  now^  being  operated  by  the  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners. 

The  Harbor  Commissioners  contemplate  the  construction  of  ter- 
minal facilities,  including  a  belt  line  that  will  run  from  the  Kitsilano 
Indian  Reserve  along  the  shore  of  False  Creek  to  the  wharf  at 
Burrard  Inlet,  where  it  will  connect  by  car  ferry  with  the  North 
Vancouver  harbor.  It  will  connect  the  Government  wharf  with  the 
gram  elevator,  which  has  a  capacity  of  1,250,000  bushels.  It  is 
estimated  that  this  work  will  cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  $5,000,000. 
The  commissioners  have  received  authorization  from  the  Dominion 
Government  to  borrow  the  necessary  funds. 

Shipping  Returns — Education — Population  of  Province — Railways. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1915-16,  30,346  vessels  of  14,758,029  tons 
entered  at  the  various  customs  ports  of  British  Columbia ;  of  these, 
6,351,  with  a  tonnage  of  4,905,119,  w^ere  seagoing,  and  23,995,  with  a 
tonnage  of  9,852,910,  were  in  the  coastwise  trade. 

Figures  for  the  port  of  Vancouver  for  the  same  fiscal  year  show^ 
9,929  vessels,  with  a  tonnage  of  5,202,333,  of  which  1,550  of  1,889,073 
tons  were  seagoing  and  8,379  of  3,313,260  tons  coastw-ise.  The  ton- 
nage of  American  vessels  entering  the  port  declined  from  433,279 
during  the  calendar  year  1915  to  420,277  in  1916 ;  the  values  of  the 
cargoes  brought  in  increased  from  $6,419,821  to  $13,384,094,  but  those 
bomid  outward  decreased  from  $8,122,866  to  $6,242,234. 

There  are  419  schools  and  colleges  in  British  Columbia,  the  total 
enrollment  during  1916  being  64,570  pupils,  of  whom  31,523  Avere  in 
graded  city  schools,  15,350  in  rural  municipality  schools,  and  12,927 
in  rural  and  assisted  schools.  The  total  number  of  teachers  em- 
ployed was  2,064,  of  whom  162  were  in  high  schools,  845  in  city 
graded  schools,  499  in  rural  municipality  schools,  and  558  in  the  rural 
and  assisted  schools. 

The  total  cost  to  the  Provincial  Government  for  education  in  1916 
was  $1,591,322,  education  proper  amounting  to  $1,453,000,  and  con- 
struction and  repairs  to  $138,322. 
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The  Provincial  Healtli  Department  in  its  report  for  1916  esti- 
mates the  population  of  the  Province  at  383,380,  of  which  Indians 
comprised  20,000,  and  the  alien  population,  including  Hindus,  69,832. 
The  city  of  Vancouver  has  95,660  inhabitants,  Victoria  36,510,  and 
South  Vancouver  28,106. 

There  are  4,104  miles  of  railway,  including  electric  interurban 
lines,  in  operation  in  the  Province,  249  miles  of  which  are  on  Van- 
couver Island.  The  lines  are:  The  Canadian  Pacific,  1,812  miles; 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific,  703  miles;  Canadian  Northern  Pacific,  510 
miles;  Pacific  Great  Eastern,  180  miles;  Great  Northern  (V.  V.  & 
E.),  420  miles;  B.  C.  Electric,  281  miles;  and  Esquimalt  &  Nanaimo 
(C.  P.  E.),  198  miles.  [A  comprehensive  report  on  railway  progress 
in  British  Columbia  was  published  in  Commerce  Eepokts  for  March 
17,  1917.] 
Agricultural  Conditions. 

As  complete  agricultural  returns  have  not  been  received  by  the 
Provincial  authorities,  it  is  impossible  to  furnish  definite  figures  as 
to  the  value  and  quantity  of  the  products.  Hough  figures  furnished 
give  the  production  for  1916  at  $34,000,000,  as  compared  with 
$30,246,520  in  1915.  While  the  yields  in  many  of  the  crops  were 
below  the  average,  the  value  of  the  total  production  exceeded  that 
of  the  preceding  year  on  account  of  the  prevailing  high  prices. 

Climatic  conditions  had  a  marked  effect  upon  crops  in  some  of 
the  districts  and  the  entire  Province  felt  the  effects  of  a  cold,  back- 
ward spring,  which  also  reduced  the  hay  crop  to  some  extent.  On 
Vancouver  Island  a  prolonged  drought  also  reduced  most  of  the 
crops.  On  the  lower  mainland  excessive  rainfall  reduced  the  feed- 
ing quality  of  the  hay  25  to  50  per  cent  and  did  much  damage  to  the 
raspberry  crop.  In  parts  of  central  British  Columbia  severe  frosts 
damaged  most  of  the  crops  other  than  hay.  Consistent  rainfall  in 
the  Kootenays  resulted  in  fairly  good  crops  in  general. 

Live  Stock,  Poultry,  and  Dairy  Products. 

Live  stock  and  meats  show  a  total  production  during  1916  of 
$5,458,008,  as  against  $6,255,048  in  1915.  Poultry  and  eggs  increased 
in  value  in  1916,  being  $2,324,307,  as  compared  with  $1,464,720  in 
1915.  The  number  of  fowls  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  considerably 
larger  than  in  1915,  when  large  numbers  were  disposed  of  on  ac- 
count of  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  feed. 

Dairy  products  do  not  show  the  increase  in  value  that  had  been 
anticipated.  While  the  number  of  milch  cows  increased,  climatic 
conditions  offset  to  a  large  degree  the  possible  increase  in  milk  and 
butter  by  reducing  the  milk  fiow.  The  total  value  of  dairy  products 
in  1916  was  $3,251,856,  as  compared  with  $3,034,340  in  1915. 

Fruit  Production — Apple  Crop. 

The  estimated  value  of  the  fruit  production  of  the  Province  for 
1916  is  $2,500,000,  which  is  about  50  per  cent  over  the  preceding 
year,  150  per  cent  over  the  year  1914,  and  over  three  times  the  pro- 
duction of  1912. 

The  apple  crop  was  considerably  larger  than  that  of  the  preced- 
ing year  and  was  5  to  10  per  cent  higher  in  ]Drice.  The  small  fruit 
crop  along  the  low^er  Eraser  Valley  was  unsatisfactory,  owing  to  the 
heavy  rainfall  at  picking  time  that  resulted  in  much  loss  to  growers 
through  shrinkage. 
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About  40,000  acres  are  planted  in  apple  trees  in  British  Columbia, 
and  these  contain  approximately  2,500,000  trees.  The  distribution 
of  this  crop  is  about  30  per  cent  for  home  consumption,  GO  per  cent 
to  the  Prairie  Provinces,  and  10  per  cent  for  export.  The  Okanagan 
Valley  is  said  to  produce  about  80  per  cent  of  the  fruit  grown  in  the 
Province.  To  show  the  increase  in  this  industry  it  is  stated  that 
one  district  in  this  section  which  shipped  55  cars  of  fruit  in  1906, 
shipped  over  1,700  cars  in  1916.  It  is  estimated  that  the  entire 
Okanagan  Valley  shipped  about  3,700  cars  of  fruit  and  produce  last 
year. 

Vegetables,  Hay,  and  Grain. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  value  of  last  year's  production  of  vege- 
tables was  40  to  45  per  cent  greater  than  in  1915,  owing  to  the  high 
prices  obtained.  There  was  a  good  demand  for  vegetables  of  all 
lands. 

It  is  expected  that  complete  returns  will  show  a  considerable  de- 
crease in  the  hay  area.  The  yield  is  also  much  below  the  average. 
Prices,  as  in  other  products,  have  seen  a  steady  increase.  The  total 
value  of  the  production  will  be  about  10  per  cent  less  than  in  1915. 

Grain,  it  is  thought,  has  increased  about  5  per  cent  in  area,  but  so 
far  as  can  be  learned  at  the  present  time  (March  31)  the  yields  are 
about  10  i^er  cent  less  in  wheat  and  30  to  35  per  cent  less  in  oats  than 
last  year.  Prices  have  been  so  high,  however,  that  the  total  value 
will  compare  favorably  with  that  of  1915. 

Field  Crops  in  British  Columbia. 

Figures  furnished  by  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce  of 
Canada  show  that  the  acreage  devoted  to  the  principal  field  crops  in 
British  Columbia  fell  off  from  292,880  acres  in  1915  to  289,650  acres 
in  191,6 ;  that  the  yield  of  grain  and  vegetables  declined  from  10,852,- 
200  bushels  to  9,165,000  bushels;  but  that  the  production  of  hay  and 
fodder  increased  from  439,400  tons  to  507,500  tons,  and  the  total  value 
of  the  field  crops  from  $11,625,700  to  $15,232,000. 

The  folloAving  table  shows  the  acreage,  yield,  and  value  of  British 
Columbia's  field  crops  in  1915  and  1916 : 


Field  crops. 


Acres. 


Yield. 


Quantity.     Value 


Wheat: 

Fall  "  /191'^- 

sp-^^g {me! 

o^s {1°!^: 

B'^i^y te 

Ppt-  /1915. 

Mixed  grains jJ^J^  ■ 

Potatoes IJ9J5. 

Turnips,  mangolds,  etc {loifi ' 

Hay  and  clover {l9l6 

Fodder  com Iiqifi' 

"^^'^^ {me: 


6,000 

6,200 

10, 000 

9,800 

71,000 

60,000 

2, 0.30 

2,700 

1,300 

1,300 

2,600 

2,600 

16,000 

15,300 

3,  SOO 

3,700 


167, 000 

175,000 

430 

4.50 

12,100 

12,600 


Btit'hcls. 

200, 600 

191,000 

324,100 

301,000 

4, 390, 600 

3,630,000 

106,900 

124, 000 

38, 700 

44,000 

104, 000 

130,000 

3,956,000 

2, 892, 000 

1,731,000 

1,850,000 

Tnm. 

391,000 

467, 000 

5,  400 

4,500 

43,000 

36,000 


$182, 500 

292,000 

311,400 

468, 000 

2, 151,  400 

2,323,000 

68, 400 

103,000 

48,000 

73,000 

52,000 

163, 000 

1,780,000 

2,024,000 

675,000 

925,000 


5, 697, 000 

8, 289, 000 

22, 000 

32,000 

638,000 

540,000 
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The  total  estimated  area  sown  in  grain  in  1915  Avas  94,400  acres, 
of  which  15,700  acres  produced  crops  that  were  cut  green — 700  acres 
of  wheat  and  15,000  acres  of  oats. 
British  Columbia  Farm  Lands — Wages  of  Farm  Laborers, 

The  average  vahic  of  farm  lands  in  British  Columbia  is  $118.50 
per  acre;  while  on  Prince  Edward  Island  it  is  $39;  in  Nova  Scotia, 
$33.60;  in  New  Brunswick,  $29.40;  Quebec,  $52;  Ontario,  $52.50; 
Manitoba,  $32;  Alberta,  $22;  Saskatchewan,  $34;  and  for  the  whole 
of  Canada,  $41.  The  high  average  in  British  Columbia  is  said  to 
be  due  to  orcharding  and  fruit  growing. 

Wages  for  farm  help  in  British  Columbia  during  1916  exceeded 
those  of  any  previous  j^ear,  those  for  men  averaging  $49.86,  with 
board,  per  month,  and  for  women  $28.66,  with  board.  On  Prince 
Edward  Island  the  monthly  wages  for  men  and  women  were  $31.25 
and  $17.81,  respectively;  in  Nova  Scotia,  $38.77  and  $19.11;  New 
Brunswick,  $35.75  and  $16.66;  Quebec,  $40.79  and  $19.70;  Ontario, 
$39.41.  and  $20.58;  Manitoba,  $48.55  and  $25.66;  Alberta,  $512.28  and 
$29.12.  The  average  for  the  whole  of  Canada  was  $43.23  for  men 
and  $22.46  for  women. 

Hunting  and  Trapping. 

The  report  of  the  Provincial  Game  Warden  estimates  the  value  of 
the  fur  trade  of  the  Province  for  1916  at  $1,200,000,  $200,000  worth 
being  caught  by  white  trappers  and  the  remainder  by  Indians.  The 
receipts  of  this  department  during  the  year  amounted  to  $352,996, 
of  which  $337,980  represented  game  licenses  and  $14,115  fines,  and 
its  expenditures  $253,318. 

Furs  invoiced  for  export  to  the  United  States  through  the  various 
American  consular  offices  in  this  district  in  1915  and  1916  were 
valued  at  $133,793  and  $275,497,  respectively,  an  increase  for-  1916 
of  $141,704.  Those  invoiced  through  the  consulate  general  at  Van- 
couver in  1915  numbered  25,722,  of  a  total  value  of  $62,794,  and  in 
1916,  27,618,  valued  at  $104,864.  From  these  figures  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  increase  was  in  the  value  of  the  furs,  rather  than  in  the 
number  caught. 

The  prnicipal  furs  were  beaver,  lynx,  and  fox,  the  beaver  exports 
being  valued  at  $35,296,  the  "lynx  at  $16,573,  and.  the  fox,  of  which 
there  were  four  classes — black,  cross,  red,  and  silver — at  $14,125. 
Mineral  Production — Contribution  of  the  Yukon. 

The  mineral  production  of  Canada  during  the  calendar  year  1916, 
according  to  the  preliminary  report  of  the  Department  of  Mines 
of  Canada,  was  valued  at  $177,357,454,  an  increase  over  the  pre- 
ceding year  of  $40,248,283.  British  Coliunbia  ranked  second  among 
the  Dominion  Provinces  in  this  production,  with  an  output  worth 
$40,191,744  in  1916,  as  compared  with  $28,689,425  in  1915.  Ontario 
was  first,  its  output  last  year  reaching  a  value  of  $80,379,352,  as 
against  $61,071,287  in  1915. 

While  the  output  of  the  Yukon  Territory  ranks  sixth,  it  had  by 
far  the  largest  output  of  placer  gold,  which  comprised  the  greater 
part  of  its  mineral  production.  The  Territory's  production  of  gold 
and  silver  in  1916  was  valued  at  $5,805,687,  and  was  made  up  of 
$4,391,669  worth  of  placer  gold,  $9,000  of  lode  gold  from  gold  and 
copper  ores  from  the  Whitehorse  district  and  360,446  ounces  of  silver 
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valued  at  $236,686,  which  inchided  47,703  ounces  obtained  from  the 
placer  operations,  the  remainder  coming  from  the  gold  and  copper 
mines  of  the  Whitehorse  district  and  the  high-grade  gold-silver-lead 
mines  at  Mayo. 

The  high  price  of  copper  caused  an  increased  production  in  the 
Whitehorse  district  of  Yukon  Territory,  the  copper  production  of 
the  Territory  in  1916  amounting  to  approximately  3,980,640  pounds, 
as  compared  with  533,216  pounds  in  1915. 

The  coal  output  of  all  Canada  advanced  from  13,2()7.023  tons, 
worth  $32,111,182,  in  1915  to  14,461,678  tons,  valued  at  $38,857,557, 
in  1916.  British  Columbia  ranked  third  among  the  producers,  being- 
led  by  Nova  Scotia  and  Alberta  in  the  order  named.  The  British 
Columbian  production  in  1915  was  2,065.613  tons  valued  at  ift6,455.041, 
and  in  1916,  2.582,737  tons,  worth  $8,071,053.  The  coal  production 
of  the  Yukon  Territory  in  1915  was  9,724  tons  valued  at  $38,896, 
and  in  1916,  3,300  tons,  worth  $13,200. 

Mining  Statistics  of  British  Columbia. 

The  mining  industry  is  by  far  the  most  important  in  the  de\'elop- 
ment  of  British  Columbia,  and  from  the  present  estimate  of  the 
amount  of  minerals  lying  untouched  there  is  little  fear  but  that  this 
industry  will  continue  to  increase  in  value  for  many  years.  The 
total  output  of  the  British  Columbia  mines  last  year,  including  coal 
and  coke  and  building  materials,  was  estimated  at  $42,970,555,  as 
compared  with  $29,447,508  in  1915,  and  was  distributed  as  follows : 


Minerals,  etc. 

1915 

191G 

Quantit}-. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Gold: 

Placer 

.S770,000- 
5,167,934 
1,  .588, 991 
1,939,200 
9,83.5,500 
1,400,  .524 
5,638,952 
1,475,226 
1,571,181 

.'i^575, 000 

Lode 

Silver 

Lead 

Copper 

^inc 

Coal 

Coke 

Building  materials,  etc 

ounces.. 

do.... 

pounds.. 

do 

do.... 

long  tons.. 

do.... 

250,021 
3,366.506 
46,503,590 
56,918,405 
12,982,440 
1,611,129 
245,871 

232,909 

3,366,205 

.52,242,18:3 

67,757,075 

33,534,829 

2,026,672 

270,475 

4,814,229 
2,099,838 
3,186,773 
18,429,924 
3,648,589 
7,093,352 
1,622,850 
1,500,000 

Total 

29,447,508 

42,970,555 

The  prices  used  in  calculating  the  1916  values  for  silver,  lead, 
copper,  and  zinc  are  the  average  prices  for  the  year,  published  in 
the  Engineering  and  Mining  Journal  of  New  York,  less  a  deduction 
of  5  per  cent  for  silver,  10  per  cent  for  lead,  and  15  per  cent  for 
zinc. 

Placer  and  Lode  Gold. 

Nine-tenths  of  the  gold  was  obtained  in  the  Cariboo  and  Cassiar 
districts,  an  approximate  apportionment  being  as  follows:  Cariboo 
district,  $180,000;  Atlin  division  of  Cassiar  district,  $320,000;  Sti- 
kine  and  Laird  districts,  $30,000;  others,  $45,000.  While  it  is  ex- 
pected that  complete  returns  will  show  a  smaller  production  than 
in  1915,  it  is,  however,  greater  than  in  any  year  previous  to  that  since 
1907. 

Hydraulic  placer  mining,  from  which  about  90  per  cent  of  tlie 
placer  gold  is  obtained  in  British  Columbia,  is  dependent  on  the 
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number  of  days  in  which  Avater  is  avaihible  for  piping,  and  in  con- 
sequence the  dry  summer  season  of  1916  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  re- 
sponsible for  the  decrease  in  the  output.  Added  to  this  was  the 
more  or  less  scarcit}'  of  labor  and  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  explo- 
sives. As  these  adverse  conditions  are  not  permanent,  the  mining 
companies  are  considering  the  advisability  of  constructing  reservoirs 
for  the  retention  of  the  surplus  water  during  the  spring  freshet,  the 
construction  of  some  being  under  way  at  the  present  time. 

The  production  of  lode  gold  is  estimated  at  less  than  any  of  the 
three  previous  years,  the  principal  decrease  being  in  the  output  of 
the  Eossland  district.  Of  the  estimated  total  production  of  232,909 
ounces,  the  Eossland  district  supplied  129,790,  a  decrease  of  12,805 
ounces;  the  Boundary,  82,731  ounces,  a  decrease  of  5,039  ounces; 
the  Nelson,  7,477  ounces,  a  decrease  of  1,756  ounces;  Skeena,  4,401 
ounces;  Coast,  3,148  ounces,  an  increase  of  about  3,000  ounces,  caused 
by  the  increased  output  of  the  Britannia  mine;  and  Lillooet,  2,625 
ounces. 

About  21  per  cent  of  the  gold  produced  in  the  Province  comes  from 
the  milling  of  auriferous  quartz  ores,  and  the  remainder  from  the 
smelting  of  copper  ores  carrving  gold  and  silver. 

The  Dominion  assay  office  in  Vancouver  handled  $2,828,239  worth 
of  gold  in  1916,  as  compared  with  $2,736,302  worth  in  1915,  all  being 
the  product  of  British  Columbia  and  Yukon  Territory. 

Silver  and  Lead. 

Wliile  the  quantity  of  silver  produced  in  the  Province  in  1916, 
3,366,205  ounces,  was  about  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  j^ear,  the 
higher  market  value  of  this  metal  increased  the  value  of  the  output, 
the  price  rising  from  56.77  cents  an  oimce  at  the  first  of  the  year  to 
75.76  cents  an  ounce  at  the  end  of  December.  The  average  price  for 
the  3'ear  was  65.66  cents,  as  compared  with  49.68  cents  in  1915  and 
54.81  cents  in  1914.  The  following  is  the  estimated  production,  in 
ounces,  of  the  principal  districts:  Slocan  and  Slocan  City,  1,608,800; 
Fort  Steele,  509,450 ;  Ainsworth,  321,476 ;  Boundary,  316.128 ;  Skeena, 
187,379 ;  Trail  Creek,  132,080 ;  Coast,  114,071 ;  and  Omineca,  106,397. 

About  82.5  per  cent  of  the  total  provincial  output  of  silver  comes 
from  the  treatment  of  silver-lead-zinc  ores,  the  remainder  mostly 
from  the  smelting  of  gold-copper  ores  carrying  silver. 

The  lead  output  of  the  Province  last  year,  52,242,183  pounds,  was 
an  increase  over  1915  of  5,738,593  pounds,  and  was  the  greatest  an- 
nual production  since  1913;  while  the  value,  $3,186,773,  on  account 
of  the  high  market  price,  was  the  gi^eatest  in  the  history  of  mining 
in  the  Province.  The  previous  record  year  was  1900,  when  the  out- 
put amounted  to  63,358,621  pounds  worth  $2,691,887.  The  average 
price  of  lead  during  1916  ranged  from  5.921  cents  a  poiind  in  Janu- 
ary to  7.51  cents  a  pound  in  December.  The  estimated  production, 
in  poimds,  for  the  chief  lead-producing  districts  was:  Fort  Steele, 
26,782,053;  Slocan,  14,434,585;  Ainsworth,  8,689,839;  Nelson, 
1,176,780;  Windmere-Golden,  616,000;  and  Omineca,  254,983. 

Record  Copper  Production. 

The  copper  production  for  1916,  67,757,075  pounds  (estimated), 
was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  Province,  showing  an  in- 
crease over  1915,  the  previous  highest  year,  of  10,838,670  pounds 
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valued  at  $8,594,424,  or  87.4  per  cent.  In  the  beginning  of  1910 
copper  was  quoted  at  24  cents  the  pound ;  in  December  at  ;31.9  cents. 
The  average  price  for  the  year  was  27.2  cents,  as  compared  with 
13.G  cents  in  1914  and  17.275  cents  in  1915.  This  high  market  vahie 
was  the  principal  motive  for  tlio  extensive  production.  The  increase 
in  the  copper  production  resulted  chiefly  from  a  larger  output  from 
the  Granby  Co.'s  Hidden  Creek  mine  at  Anyox,  British  Columbia, 
from  a  nearly  doubled  production  from  the  Britannia  mines  near 
Vancouver,  and  from  the  return  of  the  Boundary  district  to  its 
normal  output.  The  mine  and  smelter  of  the  Granby  Co.  at  Anyox 
were  operated  continuously  throughout  the  year,  the  daily  output 
of  the  smelter  at  the  end  of  tl.e  year  amounting  to  2,200  tons.  This 
company's  mines  in  the  Skeen  \  and  Boundary  districts  produced  59 
per  cent  of  the  output  of  the  3  'rovince  last  year. 

The  estimated  copper  production  of  the  Province,  in  pounds, 
by  districts,  in  191G,  was:  Skeena,  26,056,005;  Southern  Coast, 
18,853,916;  Boundary,  16,618  284;  Trail  Creek,  4,081,500;  Omineca, 
1,262,730;  others,  884,640;  total,  67,757,075. 

Copper  mining  novv'  holds  first  place  in  the  Province;  last  year  the 
value  of  the  copper  mined  exceeded  the  combined  value  of  all  the 
other  metals,  as  well  as  that  of  the  coal  and  coke  production. 

Refinery  at  Trail — Mining  Companies — Output  of  Britannia  Mines, 

The  most  important  development  in  connection  with  copper  mining 
in  1916  was  the  establishment  of  a  copper  refinery  at  the  Trail 
smelter.  Until  then  all  copper  produced  in  the  Province  had  to  be 
sliipped  as  blister  copper  to  eastern  points,  where  it  was  refined,  but 
it  is  expected  that  an  increasing  amount  of  the  copper  output  will 
be  refined  in  British  Columbia.  The  plant  at  Trail  now  has  a  daily 
capacity  of  10  tons  of  refined  copper,  but  this  is  being  increased  to 
15  tons.  The  four  large  copper-mining  companies  operating  in  this 
Province  are:  The  Britannia  Mining  &  Smelting  Co.,  The  Granby 
Consolidated  Mining,  Smelting  &  Power  Co.,  the  Consolidated  Min- 
ing &  Smelting  Co.,  and  the  British  Columbia  Copper  Co. 

The  Britannia  Mining  &  Smelting  Co.  operates  the  Britannia 
mines  on  Howe  Sound,  which  are  claimed  to  have  the  largest  eco- 
nomic ore  reserves,  estimated  at  20,000,000  tons  of  an  average  value 
of  1^  per  cent  copper.  Their  present  annual  production  of  copper  is 
about  20,000,000  pounds.  During  1916  a  1,000-ton  unit  was  added 
to  the  Britannia  mill,  bringing  the  daily  capacity  of  the  plant  to 
2,750  tons.  The  Britannia  Co.  mined  and  milled  about  400,000  tons 
of  ore,  containing  18,000,000  pounds  of  copper,  98,000  ounces  of 
silver,  and  800  ounces  of  gold.  As  the  ore  reserves  at  these  mines  are 
large,  it  is  expected  that  the  daily  output  of  the  mill  in  1917  will 
reach  4,000  tons. 
Mines  and  Smelters  of  the  Granby  Co. 

The  Granby  Consolidated  Mining,  Smelting  &  Power  Co.,  which 
claims  to  have  proved  reserves  of  payable  ores  amounting  to  about 
12,500,000  tons  averaging  2  pei'  cent  copper,  is  continually  develop- 
ing new  properties  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  its  reserve.  Its 
main  ore  reserves  are  at  the  Hidden  Creek  Mine  at  Anyox,  which 
has  an  annual  copper  production  of  about  50,000,000  pounds.  The 
company  also  operates  the  two  largest  smelters  in  the  Province,  one 
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at  Grand  Forks  that  has  a  daily  capacity  of  about  4,000  tons,  and 
the  other,  of  about  3,000  tons,  at  Anyox.  During  1916  this  com- 
pany added  a  $500,000  auxiliary  steam  power  plant  to  its  Anyox 
plant.  The^  following  gives  the  extent  of  the  operations  of  the 
Granby  Co.'s  smelters  during  1916 : 


Smelters. 

Total  ore 
received. 

Production. 

Gold. 

Silver. 

Copper. 

Tons. 
856, 590 
994,174 

Ounces. 

8,685 
32,075 

Ounces. 
334,020 
229,156 

Pounds. 
29,215,543 

14,  Oaa,  568 

Total 

1,850,764 

40,760 

563,176 

43,219,111 

Other  Copper  Mining:  and  Smelting  Companies. 

The  British  Columbia  Copper  Co.  is  said  to  have  an  ore  reserve  of 
about  11,000,000  tons,  which  averages  If  per  cent  copper  and  20  cents 
per  ton  in  gold  and  silver..  It  has  a  smelter  at  Greenwood  that  is  not 
operating  at  its  full  capacity  at  the  present  time ;  its  capacity  is  about 
7,500,000  pounds  of  copper  annually.  This  company  is  contemplating 
the  erection  of  a  concentrating  mill  that  will  more  than  double  its 
present  capacity.  Figures  showing  the  extent  of  the  operations  of 
this  company  were  not  available  at  the  time  of  the  preparation  of 
this  report. 

The  Consolidated  Mining  &  Smelting  Co.,  at  Trail,  produces  about 
5,000,000  pounds  of  copper  per  annum,  as  a  by-product  from  Rossland 
ores,  which  are  rather  gold  than  copper  ores.  This  smelter  is  treat- 
ing about  2,500  tons  per  month  of  Washington  and  Idaho  copper. 
More  than  447,010  tons  of  ore  were  treated  at  the  smelter  in  1916, 
when  98,314  ounces  of  gold,  2,285,631  ounces  of  silver,  39,974,411 
pounds  of  lead,  4,446,080  pounds  of  copper,  and  3,088,199  pounds  of 
zinc,  aggregating  $7,892,550  in  value,  were  produced.  The  produc- 
tion of  the  mines  of  this  company  during  1916  was  82,415  ounces  of 
gold,  2,421,969  ounces  of  silver,  3,951,235  pounds  of  copper,  29,398,900 
pounds  of  lead,  and  5,845,977  pounds  of  lime. 

Increased  Mining  and  Smelting  of  Zinc. 

While  the  Province's  output  of  zinc  in  1915  was  in  excess  of  either 
1914  or  1913,  the  production  in  1916  more  than  doubled  that  of  1915. 
In  1913  the  production  was  6,758,768  pounds,  worth  $324,421 ;  in  1914, 
7.866,467  pounds,  worth  $346,125;  in  1915,  12,982,440  pounds,  worth 
$1,460,524 ;  and  in  1916,  33,534,829  pounds,  worth  $3,648,589. 

The  market  price  of  zinc  was  lower  than  in  1915,  the  average  last 
3'ear  being  12.804  cents,  and  for  December,  10.66  cents.    ' 

The  output,  in  pounds,  of  the  several  districts  was :  Slocan,  18,059,- 
887;  Fort  Steele,  12,000,000;  Nelson,  2,800,000;  Windermere-Golden, 
312,000;  Ainsworth,  194,326;  and  Omineca,  168,616. 

The  first  commercial  production  of  refined  zinc  in  this  Province 
began  in  the  spring  of  1916  at  the  new  electrolytic  zinc  plant  at  the 
Trail  smelter.  This  plant  has  a  daily  capacity  of  25  tons,  but  is  being 
increased  to  70  tons.  It  uses  a  new  process  that  takes  in  the  raw  ore 
and  turns  out  refined  zinc.  During  the  first  nine  months  of  1916  the 
output  was  3,088,199  pounds. 
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The  company  is  installing  a  plant  at  Nelson  to  produce  zinc  under 
the  same  process.  When  this  is  in  operation  the  compan}'^  Avill  be  a 
purchaser  of  customs  ores.  The  production  of  refined  zinc  in  British 
Columbia  to  date  is  valued  at  $5,3.56,830. 

The  price  of  spelter  averaged  12.8  cents  per  pound  in  191G,  as 
compared  with  13.2  cents  per  pound  in  1915. 

Proposed  Steel  Plant. 

While  no  iron  ore  was  shipped  last  year,  considerable  development 
and  prospecting  was  renewed,  on  account  of  the  increased  demand 
for  iron  and  steel,  and  agitation  for  a  local  iron-smelting  plant  led 
the  oAvners  of  iron  claims  near  the  coast  to  expect  a  market  for  their 
ores. 

It  has  been  recently  reported  that  a  local  syndicate,  representing 
American  and  British  capital,  has  placed  a  deposit  with  the  Provin- 
cial Government  with  the  view  of  securing  a  bond  issue  for  the  financ- 
ing of  the  establishment  of  a  steel  plant  in  British  Columbia.  It  is 
said  that  the  company  owns  two  similar  plants  in  western  Canada, 
and  if  its  plans  are  successful  the  plant  here  will  include  open-hearth 
furnaces  and  a  rolling  mill.  It  proposes  an  initial  expenditure  of 
$250,000,  and  will  put  the  plant  on  an  operating  basis  as  soon  as 
possible,  using  foreign  pig  iron  and  local  scrap  pending  the  success- 
ful development  of  prospects  in  the  Province. 

Production  of  Other  Metals — Magnesite,  Talc,  and  Structural  Materials. 

Manganese  was  produced  in  the  Province  last  year  for  the  first 
time.    It  was  a  by-product  of  the  zinc  plant  of  the  Trail  smelter. 

A  small  quantity  of  crude  platinum  is  obtained  from  placer-mining 
operations  in  the  Similkameen  district — about  40  ounces,  some  of 
which  sold  for  $G2.50  per  ounce — but,  although  it  occurs  with  the 
placer  gold  in  the  Dease  Lake  country,  no  effort  was  made  last  year 
to  save  any  appreciable  amount. 

The  urgent  demand  for  antimony  and  molj^bclenum  brought  about 
the  detail  of  two  ex-members  of  the  Government  Geological  Survey 
to  search  for  these  ores  in  British  Columbia.  While  a  small  ship- 
ment of  antimony  was  made,  it  is  thought  that  the  drop  in  its  price — 
from  40  cents  to  12  and  14  cents — has  discouraged  production.  About 
710  tons  of  molybdenite  ores  were  shipped ;  it  is  understood  that  these 
ores  went  to  the  Government  mill  at  Ottawa. 

There  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  low-grade  molj^'bdenite  ores  in 
the  Province,  and  it  is  thought  that  if  the  mines  were  equipped  with 
small  concentrating  mills  a  regular  production  could  be  maintained. 

Some  850  tons  of  magnesite  were  exported  to  Great  Britain  via 
New  York  during  1916.  This  mineral  came  from  Atlin,  650  tons 
having  been  on  hand  from  1915  and  the  remainder  mined  m  1916. 

Small  shipments  of  talc  were  made  from  the  Lillooet  district,  this 
being  the  first  production  of  this  mineral. 

Owing  to  the  cessation  of  building  operations,  particularly^   on 
the  coast,  it  is  thought  that  the  production  of  structural  materials, 
such  as  cement,  lime,  building  stone,  brick,  sand,  and  gravel,  will 
show  a  decrease. 
Coal  and  Coke — Dividends  of  Mining  Companies, 

It  is  estimated  that  last  years  gross  production  of  coal  was  2,495.- 
893  long  tons,  of  which  439,221  tons  were  made  into  coke,  leaving  the 
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net  production  at  2,026,672  tons.  These  figures  show  an  increase,  as 
compared  with  1915,  of  513,313  tons  gross  and  of  415,543  tons  net. 
The  quantit}^  of  coke  made  was  about  270,475  tons,  which  is  an  in- 
crease of  about  24,004  tons  over  the  production  of  1915, 

The  following  were  the  tons  of  coal  mined  and  coke  manufactured 
at  the  various  collieries:  Vancouver  Island,  coal  1,510,456,  coke 
28,044;  Nicola  and  Similkameen,  coal  104,548,  coke  none;  Crows 
Nest  district,  coal  880,889,  coke  242,431. 

While  the  estimated  net  coal  production  in  1916  exceeds  that  of 
1915  by  415,543  tons,  the  output  would  have  been  considerably  larger 
had  it  not  been  for  a  serious  shortage  of  labor  and  a  series  of  acci- 
dents that  interfered  Avith  operations. 

The  coke  production  in  1916  exceeded  that  of  the  preceding  year 
by  24,604  tons,  which,  with  the  exception  of  1913,  was  greater  than 
any  year  since  1905,  The  entire  production  came  from  two  plants, 
the  Crows  Nest  Pass  Coal  Co.,  in  East  Kootenaj^,  producing  242,431 
tons,  and  the  Canadian  collieries,  at  Comox,  Vancouver  Island,  28,044 
tons. 

Mining  companies  in  British  Columbia  during  the  last  four  years 
have  paid  in  dividends  the  sum  of  $8,840,614,  as  follows:  1916, 
$3,173,702;  1915,  $1,586,820;  1914,  $1,689,331;  and  1913,  $2,390,761. 
These  figures  are  not  intended  to  represent  the  entire  earnings  of  the 
companies,  as  a  number  have  reduced  their  liabilities  during  this 
period.  One  company  furnishes  a  statement  showing  that  since  1913 
it  has  reduced  its  liabilities  by  $1,081,690, 
Mineral  Development  in  Northern  Interior. 

There  is  a  marked  increase  in  the  mineral  development  of  the 
northern  interior  section  of  British  Columbia.  It  has  contributed 
but  a  small  portion  of  the  Province's  mineral  output,  for  its  devel- 
opment has  been  clela3^ed  by  the  lack  of  transportation  facilities. 
The  opening  up  of  that  section  a  few  years  ago  b)'-  the  Grand  Trunk 
Pacific  Railway  marked  the  commencement  of  operations,  and  will 
be  further  assisted  by  the  completion  of  the  Pacific  &  Great  East- 
ern Railway,  with  terminals  at  North  Vancouver,  connecting  with 
the  Grand  Trunk  line  at  or  near  Fort  George. 

At  present  the  only  important  copper-producing  section  of  this 
portion  of  the  Province  is  the  Hazelton-Telkawa  district  of  the 
Omineca  mining  division,  the  mineralization  in  which  embraces 
gold,  silver-lead,  and  zinc  ores,  as  well  as  copper. 

The  production  of  copper  from  this  district  in  1915  was  2,831,279 
pounds  and  in  1916,  1,646,072  pounds,  the  output  being  principally 
the  product  of  the  Rocher  De  Boule  mine,  A  large  number  of 
prospects  are  being  developed  along  the  line  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway,  a  good  percentage  of  which  it  is  considered  will  eventually 
prove  to  be  paying  properties. 

Timber  Industry. 

Provincial  Government  figures  show  that  the  value  of  the  produc- 
tion of  the  timber  industry  of  British  Columbia  for  the  calendar 
year  1916  was  $35,528,000,  as  compared  with  $29,150,000  in  1915,  an 
increase  of  $6,378,000,  or  approximately  20  per  cent.  Although 
there  was  a  decrease  in  the  quantity  the  value  exceeded  that  of  the 
record  year  of  1913  by  $2,000,000. 
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The  value  of  the  production  of  boxes  increased  from  $750,000  in 
1915  to  $1,833,000  in  1916;  of  lumber,  from  $15,500,000  to  $21,075,000: 
of  pulp,  from  $3,200,000  to  $3,520,000;  and  of  shingles,  from 
$3,500,000  to  $1,500,000.  Piles  and  poles,  however,  decreased  from 
$1^00,000  worth  to  $650,000  worth. 

Provincial  timber  scaling  returns  were  1,017,683,000  feet  board 
measure  for  1915  and  1,280,263,000  feet  board  measure  for  1916,  an 
increase  of  262,580,000  feet.  The  following  statement  shows  the 
distribution  of  the  cut: 


Items. 


Lops,  feet  li.  m 

roles  and  piles,  feet . . . 
Bolts,  posts,  etc.,  cords 
Ties,  uuniber 


1915 


827,633,000 

8,732,000 

310,480.000 

510,723 


1916 


1,084,733,000 

5,024,000 

279,185,000 

986, 190 


The  output  of  the  coast  mills  in  1916  was  600,000,000  feet,  as  com- 
pared with  428,000,000  feet  in  1915,  and  of  the  mills  in  the  interior 
of  the  Province,  270,000,000  feet,  as  compared  with  155,000,000  feet. 

Whereas  but  little  lumber  other  than  hard  woods  is  imported  into 
British  Columbia,  it  is  stated  that  the  shipments  from  the  United 
States  to  the  Prairie  Provinces  increased  in  1916  over  the  preceding 
year  about  19  per  cent.  These  importations,  however,  were  much  less 
than  in  the  year  preceding  the  beginning  of  the  war,  when  the  im- 
ports amounted  to  140,000,000  feet. 

There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  production  of  shingles,  boxes, 
and  pulp.  The  production  of  box  material  was  assisted  by  the  de- 
mand for  this  article  for  ammunition  boxes.  The  filling  of  shingle 
orders  from  the  United  States  was  retarded  for  a  time,  owing  to  a 
serious  shortage  of  cars.  British  Columbia  lumbermen  are  looking 
forward  to  a  good  market  in  the  Middle  West  in  the  early  part  of 
1917. 

Exports  of  Wood  Products. 

While  the  exports  of  wood  products  from  this  Province  to  the 
United  States  were  valued  at  approximately  the  same  as  in  1915,  a 
decrease  w^as  shown  in  the  quantities  of  the  principal  articles  ex- 
ported, with  the  exception  of  paper,  pulp,  and  shingles.  Paper  ex- 
ports thereto  increased  by  nearly  10,000,000  pounds,  pulp  by  nearly 
5,000,000  pounds,  but  shingles  were  about  the  same,  and  logs  de- 
creased by  over  36,000,000  feet. 

According  to  figures  published  by  the  West  Coast  Lumberman, 
lumber  shipments  by  water  from  the  Pacific  Northwest,  comprising 
Washington,  Oregon,  and  British  Columbia,  in  1916  amounted  to 
1,444,221,410  feet,  of  which  Washington  supplied  877,383,686  feet; 
Oregon,  523,161,201  feet;  and  British  Columbia,  43,676,523  feet. 

Paper  and  Pulp. 

There  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  British  Columbia's  output  of 
paper  and  pulp.  Upon  the  completion  of  improvements  on  the 
plants  at  present  operating  and  the  commencement  of  operations  of 
several  plants  now  in  course  of  construction,  the  daily  production 
win  amount  to  about  250  tons  of  pulp  and  230  tons  of  paper. 
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There  is  at  present  in  operation  in  this  Province  the  British  Co- 
lumbia Sulphite  Fiber  Co.'s  mill  at  Mill  Creek,  wliich  has  a  daily 
output  of  G5  tons  of  pulp  that  is  to  be  increased  in  the  near  future  to 
100  tons,  and  the  Powell  Eiver  Paper  Co.'s  plant  at  Powell  River 
that  has  a  dail}-  capacity  of  215  tons  of  paper  and  manufactures  pulp 
for  its  own  use. 

The  Empire  Pulp  &  Paper  Co.'s  plant  at  Swanson  Bay,  with  a 
capacity  of  30  tons,  commenced  operations  the  latter  part  of  1916. 
The  Colonial  Lumber  &  Paper  Mills  at  Qnatsino  are  expected  to 
commence  operations  in  1917,  with  a  daily  output  of  about  100  tons, 
and  a  small  plant  in  course  of  construction  at  Port  Mellon  will  be 
in  operation  next  year. 

The  Pacific  Mills  (Ltd.),  is  at  present  constructing  a  large  paper 
mill  at  Ocean  Falls  that  will  have  a  capacity  of  about  215  tons  of 
paper,  and  is  expected  to  commence  operations  sometime  during  the 
simimer  of  1917. 

The  British  Columbia  Sulphite  Fiber  Co.  exports  most  of  its  out- 
put to  the  United  States  and  Japan.  In  1916  this  company  shipped 
to  the  United  States  14,199,509  pounds,  as  compared  with  9,453,880 
pounds  in  1915 ;  and  in  1915  it  sent  about  7,000  tons  to  Japan. 

The  Powell  River  Paper  Co.  exports  to  the  western  part  of  the 
United  States,  to  Australia,  and  New  Zealand,  and  supplies  the  trade 
in  British  Columbia  and  Alberta.  It  is  not  able  to  meet  the 
competition  of  the  eastern  manufacturers  on  account  of  the  foreign 
rate.  In  1916  it  exported  to  the  United  States  57,055,778  pounds,  as 
compared  with  47,319,178  pounds  in  1915;  to  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  16,000  tons  in  1915  and  20,000  in  1916;  and  supplied  about 
10,000  tons  to  the  trade  of  British  Columbia  and  Alberta  each  year. 
Forest  Protection, 

During  the  season  of  1916,  the  fire  hazard  was  exceptionally  light 
in  all  but  three  districts.  Fort  George.  Vancouver,  and  Vancouver 
Island.  In  the  Fort  George  district  the  worst  period  occurred  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season,  nearly  all  of  the  timber  loss  occurring  in 
parts  of  the  districts  that  were  far  from  labor  and  communication 
facilities,  and  where  the  timber  will  probably  be  a  total  loss. 

The  total  number  of  fires  reached  830,  as  against  1,030  in  1915. 
Of  these  158  had  to  be  fought,  nearly  $12,000  being  expended  for 
fire  fighting,  as  compared  with  $20,000  in  the  preceding  year.  There 
were  142,000  acres  in  all  burned  over,  of  which  14,500  acres  bore 
merchantable  timber,  but  the  loss  amounted  to  only  8,000,000  feet, 
as  against  over  100,000,000  feet  in  1915.  The  damage  to  buildings, 
logging  equipment,  saw  logs,  etc.,  reached  $25,000,  or  less  than  half 
of  the  damage  of  the  preceding  season.  Altogether  the  season  was 
regarded  as  favorable  and  the  losses  light,  considering  the  small 
number  of  wardens  employed  and  the  economy  it  was  necessary  to 
exercise  in  fighting  fires.  The  total  force  of  rang-ers,  guards,  and 
patrolmen  numbered  221,  as  compared  with  242  in  1915,  and  the 
expenditures  for  patrol  fire  fighting  and  improvements  amounted 
to  $149,000,  as  compared  with  $182,000  in  1915. 

On  the  coast  the  fire  season  started  in  August  and  became  worse 
in  September,  only  tapering  ojff  in  October  because  of  the  cool, 
damp  nights. 
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Yukon  and  British  Columbia  Fisheries. 

Fishing  returns  for  the  Yukon  Territory  for  li)J()  were  sli<j;htly 
less  than  in  the  preceding  year,  the  catch  aiuounting  to  -MV-j^'ldo 
Ijoiinds,  vahied  at  $63,730,  as  compared  with  40T,-2()()  pounds  Avortli 
$G9,T21  in  1915.  The  following  table  shows  the  (luantity  and  value 
of  the  different  kinds  caught  in  the  Yukon  in  the  two  years: 


Fish. 


Salmon 

Tront 

Whitclish . . . 

Pickerel 

Pike 

Miiskellunge 
Another".. 

Total.. 


Huri'lrcd- 
vveiicht. 


1, 8SG 
284 
842 


17 
1, 036 


Value. 


SIS, son 

8,  .520 

21,050 

100 

50 

211  720 


Unndrcd- 
weight. 


4,072 


(50,  ■ 


3,632 


Value. 


570 

?10,  700 

271 

8, 130 

TOS 

19,9.W 

2 

oO 

') 

00 

IS 

150 

!-Vl 

10,400 

o  Includes  greyling,  bullhead,  and  ouananichc. 

The  amount  of  capital  invested  in  this  industiy,  $12,528,  covered 
the  following  items:  114  sail  and  row  boats  and  gasoline  vessels, 
valued  at  $3,045;  719  nets  and  lines,  $3,557;  and  10  buildings  (freez- 
ers, ice,  smoke,  and  fish  houses,  and  piers  and  wharves),  $5,926.  • 

The  value  of  the  British  Columbia  catch  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
March  31,  1916 — official  figures  for  the  calendar  year  1916  are  not 
available — amounted  to  $14,538,320,  an  increase  over  the  preceding- 
year  of  $3,023,234.  (These  figures  do  not  include  fish  caught  for 
home  consumpti(>n  and  landings  by  United  Stales  fishing  vessels  for 
through  shipment  to  points  in  the  United  States,  which  are  estimated 
at  $3,398,985  and  $678,210,  respectively.)  This  was  approximately 
three-sevenths  of  the  value  of  the  entire  Dominion  catch  and  more 
than  one-third  greater  than  that  of  Nova  Scotia,  British  Columbia's 
nearest  competitor.  A  large  percentage  of  this  increase  is  derived 
from  the  salmon  industry,  the  returns  from  which  were  $2,707,753 
greater  than  in  1914-15,  owing  to  increased  prices. 

Capital  invested  in  vessels,  boats,  gear,  and  fixtures  on  shore 
amounted  to  $9,141,915,  an  increase  over  1914-15  of  $312,175.  There 
were  17,820  persons  employed  in  connection  with  this  industry  during 
the  year — 6,510  in  canneries,  etc.,  and  11,310  on  vessels — as  compared 
with  18,328  during  191'lr-15,  a  decrease  of  508,  which  is  principally 
made  up  of  those  employed  in  canneries,  etc.,  on  shore. 

In  1915-16  there  were  in  use  6,104  steam,  sailing,  and  gasoline 
vessels,  valued  at  $2,702,131;  11,735  nets,  seines,  traps,  trawls,  lines, 
and  gear,  worth  $1,014,819 ;  and  230  buildings,  etc.,  consisting  of  oil 
factories,  canneries,  freezers  and  ice  houses,  fishing  piers  and 
wharves,  and  whaling  stations,  amounting  to  $5,4245965. 
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The  British  Columbia  Catch. 

The  qimiitity  and  value  of  the  British  Columbia  catch  for  1914-15 
and  1915-10  in  its  raw  state  are  shown  in  the  following  table  (this 
excludes  fish  landed  by  American  vessels,  also  the  fish  used  for  home 
consumption)  : 


Kinds. 


191^15 


Hundred- 
weight. 


Value. 


1915-16 


Hundred- 
weight. 


Value. 


Clams  a 

Cod: 

Black 

Tom 

Crabs,  cookies,  etc... 

Flounders 

Halibut 

Herring 

Mixed  fish 

Octopus 

Oulachons 

Oysters  a 

Perch 

Salmon 

Seals: 

Fur& 

Hair  * 

Shad 

Shrimp  and  pra-svns. 

Skate 

Smelts .- 

Soles 

Sturgeon 

Trout 

Whales* 

WTiiting 


12,941 

47,161 

20 

5,fiSl 

2,302 

214,444 

563,406 

6,487 

9S 

13,642 

1,768 

344 

1,369,740 

352 

2,050 

1.58 

160 

768 

2,137 

4,  .340 

1,149 

1,210 

573 

137 


$29, 766 

229,650 

40 

22, S83 

5,  •■^15 

,070,:, 03 

609,328 

20,341 

453 

68,116 

13,840 

1,980 

,308,448 

10,560 

512 

1,196 

1,966 

1,672 

9,924 

18,482 

9,471 

12,100 

178,200 

371 


10,648 
35,870 


S29,903 
152,089 


1,856 

1,397 

194,896 

467,452 

6,9.''3 

111 

13,729 

1,090 

487 

1,369,394 

439 


8,210 

3,112 

991,242 

517,109 

20, 799 

730 

68, 101 

14,337 

2,  .306 

5,743,893 

13,170 


43 
320 
529 
2,533 
3,178 
811 
839 
229 
143 


332 

3,088 

1,113 

10,505 

14,091 

7,613 

8,370 

87, 732 

407 


Total 7,624,917 


7,698.252 


a  Barrels. 


6  Number. 


In  1915-16  American  vessels  landed  for  transshipment  to  the 
United  States  13,564,200  pomids  of  fresh  halibut,  valued  at  $678,210, 
while  113,299,500  pounds  of  fresh  fish,  valued  at  $3,398,985,  were 
consumed  locally,  37,766,500  pounds,  valued  at  $1,888,325,  being  used 
by  the  white  population. 

The  Salmon  Pack. 

The  value  of  the  salmon  canned  in  1916  was  $7,933,667,  an  increase 
over  the  preceding  year  of  $2,259,517,  although  the  number  of  cases 
was  smaller.  That  there  is  an  increasing  demand  for  salmon  other 
than  canned  is  shown  by.  the  following  table,  which  gives  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  catch,  excluding  that  canned,  in  hundredweights  of  112 
])ounds,  in  1915  and  1916: 


Salmon. 


T'scd  fresh.. 
Salted  (dry) 
Mild  cured . 

Smoked 

Pickled 


1915 


Hundred- 
weight. 
214,102 
lis,  4.30 
26,372 
7.904 
900 


1916 


Hundred- 
weight. 
204,616 
19,634 
10,309 
4,382 
1,070 


Salmon. 


Exported: 

To  United  States 

To  Orient  (dry  salted  dog 
salmon) 


Total. 


Hundred- 
weight. 


367, 708 


1916 


Hundred- 
wei  hi. 
160,516 

11,735 


412,262 


It  is  unofficially  stated  that  16,051,600  pounds  of  raw  salmon  were 
shipped  from  British  Columbia  to  Pacific  coast  ports  in  the  United 
States  last  vear. 
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The  report  of  the  British  Cohimbia  Sahnon  Canners"  Association 
gives  the  sahnon  pack  for  the  calendar  year  1916  at  095,005  cases, 
as  compared  with  1.133,381  cases  in  1915,  and  1,111,039  cases  in 
1914. 

The  most  marked  feature  of  the  191G  returns  is  the  falling  off  in 
the  better  grades  of  salmon,  the  sockeyes  showing  a  decrease  from 
the  preceding  year  of  261,253  cases. 

The  red  and  white  spring  salmon  pack  showed  a  considerable  in- 
crease over  that  of  recent  years,  which  is  attributed  to  the  fact  that 
the  entire  pack  was  canned  last  year  and  none  tierced.   ' 
Increased  Demand  for  Pinks  and  Chums — Run  on  Frazer  River. 

The  pack  of  pi-nks  and  chums  indicates  the  development  of  a 
market  for  this  grade.  The  present  demand  is  considered  to  be  due 
to  a  more  general  recognition  for  a  cheaper  grade  than  the  high- 
priced  sockeye.  It  is  said  that  offers  for  next  season's  pack  of  pinks 
are  being  made  at  prices  that  would  have  been  acceptable  for  sock- 
eyes  some  years  ago. 

There  is  considerable  speculation  among  the  canners  as  to  the 
1917  salmon  pack,  especially  that  on  Frazer  River,  as  it  is  the  year 
for  the  big  run  in  that  district.  The  usual  preparations  for  a  ca- 
pacity pack  are  not  being  made.  The  catch  of  sockeye  on  the 
Frazer  during  the  year  of  the  last  big  run,  1913,  was  the  largest  on 
record,  but  owing  to  a  rock  slide  in  the  canyon  above  Yale,  caused 
by  railway  construction  work,  it  is  thought  the  fish  were  prevented 
from  passing  through  the  canyon  to  suitable  spawning  beds,  thus 
possibly  decreasing  the  run  this  year. 

Herring  and  Halibut. 

The  Dominion  Fisheries  Department  has  recently  urged  Canadian 
packers  to  use  the  Scotch  method  in  curing  herring  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  American  market,  and  Government  inspectors  have 
been  sent  out  to  instruct  packers  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  though  none 
as  yet  have  been  sent  to  this  Province.  It  is  thought  that  trained 
assistance  can  be  secured  here  from  the  many  Scotch  resident  curers 
and  coopers.  Instruction  and  advice  have  been  given  to  packers 
through  means  of  pamphlets. 

Very  little  herring  was  pickled ;  it  is  said  that  the  cause  for  this  was 
the  shipment  of  Dutch  herring  to  the  United  States  and  other  markets 
where  the  British  Columbia  pickled  herring  was  formerly  in  demand. 

The  British  Columbia  halibut  catch  for  the  calendar  year  1916  is 
placed  at  26,629,395  pounds,  6,500,000  pounds  representing  the  quan- 
tity received  at  Vancouver,  850.000  pounds  at  Steveston,  and 
18,926,395  pounds  at  Prince  Rupert. 

This  section  of  the  industry  is  an  important  factor  in  the  fisheries 
of  the  Province,  but  its  development  is  not  considered  insured,  be- 
cause of  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  future  United  States  regulations 
regarding  the  importation  of  this  fish  through  Canadian  territory. 

The  report  of  the  Dominion  Fisheries  Department  calls  attention 
to  the  steady  decrease  in  the  halibut  catch  and  states  that  unless  an 
international  closed  season  of  sufficient  length  to  be  of  benefit  to 
this  fishery  can  be  arranged  its  commercial  life  as  a  part  of  the  fish- 
ing industry  must  necessarily  be  short. 
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Pisheries  Revenue — Government  Hatcheries — Whales  and  Products. 

Fisheries  revenue  for  the  Mscal  year  ending  March  31,  1916, 
amounted  to  ir4(5,8G2  in  British  Columbia  and  $315  in  Yukon  terri- 
tory, the  expenditures  for  the  same  period  being  $56,100  and  $1,794, 
respectively.  In  addition  there  was  an  expenditure  for  British 
Columbia  of  $60,072  in  connection  with  the  fish  hatcheries  of  the 
Province,  114,'293,058  fry  and  eggs  of  salmon  and  trout  of  various 
kinds  having  been  distributed  in  the  Province  during  the  year. 

The  British  Columbia  whaling  fleet  caught  403  whales  during  the 
1916  season,  as  compared  with  228  in  the  1915  season.  Of  the  nmn- 
ber  caught  in  1916  there  were  266  finbacks,  104  humpbacks,  18  sul- 
phur bottoms,  14  sperms,  and  one  bottlenose.  Jn  the  1915  season 
there  were  132  finbacks,  78  humpbacks,  17  sulphur  bottoms,  and  1 
bottlenose. 

The  19.16  production  of  sperm  oil  was  57,490  gallons,  against  3,526 
gallons  in  1915 ;  and  of  whale  oil,  588,946  gallons,  against  400,868 
gallons.  The  amount  of  fertilizer  increased  from  593  tons  in  1915 
to  1,228  tons  in  1916 ;  of  bone  meal,  from  245  tons  to  415  tons,  and  of 
gill  bone  (whalebone),  from  5  tons  to  23  tons. 
Foreign  Trade  of  British  Columbia  and  the  Yukon. 

The  foreign  trade  of  the  Vancouver  consular  district,  which  com- 
prises British  Columbia  and  the  Yukon  Territory,  during  the  cal- 
endar year  1916  amounted  to  $93,165,528,  as  compared  with  $69,- 
808,931  in  1915,  an  increase  of  $23,356,597.  The  imports  advanced 
from  $30,893,392  in  1915  to  $42,299,095  in  1916  and  the  exports  from 
$38,915,539  to  $50,866,433,  respectively,  an  increase  in  imports  of 
$11,405,703  and  in  exports  of  $11,950,894. 

Exports  of  Canadian  produce  increased  in  value  from  $37,602,510 
in  1915  to  $44,095,227  in  1916,  and  of  foreign  goods,  from  $1,313,029 
to  $6,771,206,  respectively.  Exports  of  Canadian  produce  include 
all  imported  articles  that  have  been  changed  in  form  or  enhanced  in 
value  by  further  manufacture  in  Canada. 
Imports  and  Exports  by  Ports. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  and  exports 
(including  foreign  goods)  of  British  Columbia  and  the  Yukon,  by 
ports,  during  the  calendar  years  1915  and  1916 : 


Imports  to— 

Export. 

from— 

Ports. 

1915 

1916 

1915 

1916 

British  Columbia: 

Abbotsford                  

382,907 
155,607 
127, 438 
277,583 
185,055 
500,563 
233, 628 
677,813 

1,146,699 

315, 107 

805,508 

19,177,288 

6,544,664 

538,550 
119, 082 

$115,790 
211,196 
210,109 

1,491,855 
444,211 

1,054,402 
382, 139 
818, 232 

1,695,060 
258, 484 

1,220,899 
27,041,006 

6,696,653 

437,972 
190,486 

$4,273,087 
•  496, 613 
1,057,494 
2,673,425 
715.609 
2,494,097 
148,699 
2,660,211 
3, 863, 291 

S3,  OSS, 050 

603, 848 

1,169,290 

4,272,692 

511,207 

3,945,270 

310, 793 

6,383,020 

3,186,451 

68, 775 

16,119,036 

1,344,208 

134, 786 
2,868,208 

11,884 

Vancouver 

21,484,623 

Victoria 

2,665,914 

Yukon: 

Dawson 

285,690 

Whiteborse 

3,047,701 

Total 

30,893,392 

42,299,094 

88,915,539 

50,866,433 
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Trade  of  the  Port  of  Vancouver. 

The  trade  of  the  port  of  Vancouver  during  the  fiscal  year  ended 
March  31,  1916  (the  returns  for  the  calendar  year  are  not  yet  avail- 
able), amounted  in  value  to  $34,988,426,  as  compared  with  $39,161,708 
in  the  preceding  year.  Imports  advanced  from  $14,113,198  in  1914-15 
to  $15,031,892  m  1915-16,  but  there  was  a  decline  in  exports  from 
$25,048,510  to  $19,956,534,  respectively. 

The  following  table  gives  the  values  of  the  principal  articles  im- 
ported into  and  exported  from  Vancouver  for  the  two  fiscal  years : 


Articles. 


IMPORTS. 

Apricultiiral  products,  n.e.s , 

Animals 

Animal  products; 

Fertiliser 

Grease 

Skins 

other 

Batbs,  bathtubs,  etc 

Belting,  other  than  leather 

or  rubber 

Books  and  periodicals 

Broom  corn,  and  manufac- 
tures of: 

Broom  com,  etc 

BrushesanJ  brooms 

Building  material: 

Asphalt 

Brick 

Plaster 

Other 

Cane  and  rattan,  maniifac- 

turesof 

Carpets, mats, and  oilcloths. 
Carriagesand  railway  cars. . . 

Clocks,  watches,  etc 

Coal  and  coke; 

Coal 

Coke 

Cotton  seed,  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Dry   goods    and    notions, 
n.e.s.: 

Buttons 

Fancy  goods 

Ribbons 

Other 

Drugs, chemicals,  dyes,  and 
sundries: 
Dru'.,'s,  dyes,  and  chem- 
icals  

Perfumery 

Other 

Earthenware,   china,    and 

glassware 

Explosives: 

Gimpowder 

Other 

Fish  and  products 

Flax,  hemp,  jute,  and  man- 
ufactures of: 

Cordatje 

Flax  and  hemp 

Jute 

Rags  and  waste 

Food  products: 

Baking  powder 

BreadstufTs — 

Grain  and  products . 
Rice  and  macaroni.. 

Butter  and  cheese 

Cocoa  beans,  and  man- 
ufactures of- 

Coffee  and  chicory. . 

Eggs 

■    Fruits, fresh,  and  nuts.. 
Jellies,  jams,  and  pre- 
serves   


1914-15 


$23, 525 
71,718 

6,333 

6,447 

12, 923 

17,969 

31,041 

22, 444 
269, 992 


14,842 
30, 501 

19,326 
68, 267 
19, 976 

8,737 

11,412 

46, 538 
421,508 
20, 296 

56, 943 
12, 720 

12,047 


11,480 
93,672 
41,171 
18,471 


406, 750 

22, 634 

4,319 

285, 276 

62, 550 
18,711 
139, 212 


31,372 

125, 503 

43,245 

23, 888 

47, 510 

696, 741 

968, 870 

1,291,977 

95, 704 

235, 536 

262,996 

1,119,809 

63,898 


1915-16 


$9, 683 
60, 912 

2,061 

38, 873 
29, 458 
16, 028 
9,762 

16, 052 
186, 633 


13,008 
22, 748 

7,566 
11,946 
3,222 
1,146 

8,107 
19,501 
171, 123 
13,164 

12, 467 
5,168 

7,688 


11, 723 
69, 107 
30, 357 
8.435 


385, 455 
15,924 
2,569 

113,054 

26, 438 
22, 622 
98, 047 


28,024 
76, 973 
38, 692 
10,479 

311 

591, 688 

1, 044, 993 

631,670 

77, 504 
234,360 

95, 554 
902, 504 

23, 151 


Articles. 


IMPORTS — continued. 

Food  products— Continued. 

Meals  and  products 

Milk,    fresh    and    pre- 
served  

Pickles 

Salt 

Sauces:  Catsup,  etc. . . . . 

Spices , 

Sugar,    and    manufac- 
tures of , 

Tea 

Vegetables 

Other , 

Furniture  and  fixtures 

Furs   and   fur   skins,   and 

manufactures  of 

Gold  and  silver,  and  manu- 
factures of , 

Hardware: 

Fishing  supplies , 

Other , 

Hay , 

Household  goods 

Jewelry 

Laimdry  supplies:  Soap.  etc. 
Leather,  and  manufac- 
tures of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Other 

Liquors  and  beverages: 

Luto  dcating 

NouintO-ticating 

Machinery,  electrical 

Metals; 

Brass,    and    manufac- 
tures of 

Copper,  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Iron  and  steel  and  man- 
ufactures of ,  n.  e.  s 

Lead,     and     manufac- 
tures of 

Tin,  and  manufactures 
of 

Other 

Minerals: 

Coin  and  bullion 

Ores 

Other 

Musical  instruments 

Oils: 

Coconut  and  palm 

Petroleum,    fuel,   and 
gas,  crude 

Gasoline 

Other 

Paintings,  oil 

Paints,  \"armshes,  and  colors 
Pastes,  polishes,  and  grease. 

Photographic  supplies 

Pitch,  tar,  and  resin 

Plants,  trees,  and  seeds: 

Plants,  etc 

Seeds 

Professional  and  scientific 
supplies 


1914-15        1915-16 


$475. 469 

49.343 
19.215 
73. 228 
67. 824 
47,314 

3,602.847 

787.  8.56 

232.936 

27, 285 

141,766 

22,339 

24,588 

527. 131 
19,043 
35. 8:34 

240,965 
41,344 

116,340 


26,318 
380, 712 

579, 366 
37, 2.58 
142.314 


81,760 

23,018 

2, 169, 377 

17,544 

569, 759 
177, 936 

361,843 
10, 638 
27,  775 
09, 937 

28, 827 


16, 175 
57,021 


63,593 


$395, 197 

5,823 
9.8.36 
.53, 602 
54.230 
76,430 

3,246.811 

1,337.575 

156.313 

22.  384 

49, 734 

9,465 

9,205 

400. 810 
16.065 
9.642 

143,390 
20, 565 
70,711 


12,455 
227, 118 

334,193 
8,415 

65,723 


73, 013 

IS, 874 

1, 192, 893 

6,678 

104,553 
851,854 

265, 270 
•4,909 
28,668 
38,637 

41,784 


1,978.387 

1,553,037 

210,644 

45, 848 

626.405 

766,041 

25, 357 

3,085 

40, 522 

18.524 

32. 085 

24,410 

97,911 

64,384 

9,138 

9.338 

10,235 
63,327 

38,104 
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Articles. 


IMPORTS— continued. 

Rubber,  and  manufactures 

of 

Stationery:    Pens,  pencils, 

ink,  etc 

Btone,  and  manufactures  of. 
Straw,  and  manufactures  of. 
Textiles: 

Cotton,   and  manufac- 
tures of 

Fi!k,  and  manufactures 

of 

■\Yool,    and    manufac- 
tures of 

CTobscco  and  tobacconists' 
sundries: 

Fipes 

Tobacco,  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Vessels,  and  parts  of 

W'carins  apparel: 

Corsets,  clasps,  etc 

Gloves  and  mitts 

Hats,  caps,  and  bonnets. 

Other 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of : 
Paper,    and    manufac- 
tures of 

Timber 

Other 

All  other  articles 

Total.. 

EXPOKTS. 

Agricultural  products: 

Fruit,  fresh,  etc 

Grain  and  products — 

Bran 

Flour,  wheat 

Oats 

Rice  and  rice  meal.. 

Vheat 

Other 

Vegetables,   fresh   and 

preserved 

All  other 

Animals  and  products: 
Animals — 

Horses 

Other 

Bones,  horns,  and  hoofs. 

Dairy  products 

Ferlilizer 

Furs  and  manufactures. 
Bides,  skins,  and  hair. . 

Meats 

Milk,  condensed 

Sausage  casings 

Tallow,  lard,  and  grease. 

Wool 

All  other 

Fish  and  products: 
Fish- 
Cod,  haddock,  etc., 
fresh     and     pre- 
served  


1914-15 


5333,894 

24,907 
33,941 
14,383 


£41,698 
241,398 
528, 552 

11,509 

113,735 

5,  .S86 

33,^92 
38,953 
126,  <il 
28,0% 


289, 142 
128, 851 
93,082 
765,963 


25,048,510 


61,596 

198 

353,316 

19,468 

174, --^S 

159,  r.7 

1,528 

989 
642 


5,350 

1,473 
10, 594 

6,958 
56,360 

5,561 
339, 283 
10,034 
190,180 

8,939 
29,024 
55,899 

1,035 


14,915 


1915-16 


$195,391 

21,861 
14,294 
8,947 


391,444 
196,025 
398,  COO 

3,321 

65.C.92 
5,837 

25.942 
24,982 
81,618 
20,433 


183,953 

84,325 

,  68, 899 

985, 552 


19,956,534 


91,458 

20,909 
602, 210 


178, 423 
40,720 
8,728 

36, 436 
1,706 


2,630 

.   l.TiV) 

7,223 

90,696 

48, 270 

15,924 

131,417 

8,560 

18,442 

3,866 

2,166 

3,688 

300 


4,708 


Articles. 


EXPORTS— continued. 

Fish  and  products— Contd. 
Fish— Continued. 

Herrinfr,  fresh  and 

preserved 

Salmon,  fresh  and 

preserved 

Other 

Fish  products 

Manufactures: 

Books  and  periodicals  . . 
Clothing   and  wearing 

apparel 

Confectionery  and  cake. 

Cordage 

Drugs,  chemicals,  and 

dyes 

Earthenware, glassware, 
and  manufactures  of. . 

Explosives 

B  ardware 

Household  goods 

Junk- 
Metal 

Other 

Leather  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Lime  and  cement 

Liquors 

Machinery — 

Aericliltural 

Other 

Metals- 
Aluminum 

Tin  and  manufac- 
tures   

Other  n.  e.  s 

Musical  instruments 

Rubber,  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Textiles 

Vehicles  and  parts,  in- 
cluding automobiles.. 

All  other 

Mine  products: 

Asbestos  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Ores- 
Copper  

I  ead,  pig 

Silver 

Other 

Quartz:  Gold,  and  nug- 
gets  

Stone 

Wood  products: 

Laths  and  pickets 

Logs 

Lumber 

Paper 

Poles  and  piling 

Posts  and  ties 

Pulp 

Shingles 

Shooks,  staves,  etc 

Another 

Total 


1914-15 


$345,553 

4,304,517 
12,899 
13,210 

25,132 

60,333 

2,960 

614 

16,016 

22,.'?  86 

8,048 

14,517 

238,981 

6,496 
12, 332 

1,071,350 
6,280 
9,987 

47,213 
15,615 

67,558 

5,364 
33,773 
14,565 

47,999 
20,615 

43,100 
62,565 


9,410 

964,208 

96,803 

315,682 

2,085 

2, 180, 165 
26,390 

12,665 

200,294 

306,0.30 

1,386,864 

69,515 
100,889 
310.783 

65,738 

C'2,220 
6,537 


14, 113, 198 


1915-16 


$161,945 

3,869,842 
12, 174 
3,%5 

17,392 

229,907 

2,320 

33,675 

16, 439 

12,610 
27,200 
222.261 
195,027 

4,255 
19, 162 

456,698 
21,496 
20,736 

54,094 
11,799 

2,840 

139 
19,480 
21, 189 

65,290 
25,059 

89,401 
43,311 


33,446 

1,457,671 

7,435 

744,727 

3,720 

2.732,738 
6,631 

7,800 

180, 898 

378, 742 

1,965,395 

15,602 

9,363 

367,972 

70, 753 

54,846 

14,751 


15,031,892 


Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  declared  exports  from  the  Vancouver  district  to  the  United 
States  for  the  calendar  year  1916,  as  invoiced  through  this  consulate 
general,  show  a  total  value  of  $51,145,336,  as  compared  with  $25,- 
141,633  in  1915. 

The  total  value  of  exports  from  British  Columbia  and  the  Yukon 
Territory  to  the  United  States,  including  freight  and  other  charges, 
increased  from  $28,991,459  in  1915  to  $63,371,468  in  1916. 
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The  classified  list  of  the  declared  exports  from  Vancouver  for  the 
United  States  for  1915  and  1916  is  ffiven  below : 


Articles. 


Animals: 

Cattle 

Horses 

other 

Automobiles 

Bonis 

Breaistulls: 

Floiir 

Rice 

Rye  an  1  wheat 

Brewers'  grits 

Bullion 

Cascara  bark 

Coal 

Coin,  gol  1  (Australia) 

Explosives 

Fertilizer 

Fire  brick 

Fish:     , 

Fresh- 
Halibut 

Salmon 

Frozen 

Preserved — 

Salmon,  saltei 

other 

Furs 

Hi  ies  and  skins: 

Calf 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Househol J  effects 

Jimk: 

Metal  (incluiing  alumi- 
num)  

Other 


SI 3, 546 

2."),  210 

29,553 

1,461,349 

64,890 

194,875 

1S,()7S 

122, 792 

2,774,600 

15, 833 

7,128 


9,230 
21, 140 

28, 70S 


107,309 
183,299 
71,551 

116,913 
SS,  100 
02, 794 

9,331 

334,208 
36,610 
285, 631 


05, 359 
41,033 


1916 


$77, 025 
10,418 
3,637 
13,048 
51,839 

51,499 

91,505 

253 

140,53") 

3,701,729 

2,518 

12,799 

19, 5-44, 530 

48, 107 

21,533 

74, 092 


113,579 
238,415 
213,520 

73,386 
82,304 
104.864 

15,812 
320,241 

32, 719 
257, 422 


211,350 

40, 526 


I.irae  and  lime  rock 

Liquors 

Machinery  and  hardware. .. 

Melts. 

Ore,  etc.: 
Copper— 

Lli-ter 

Matte 

Other 

Gold  concentrates 

Another 

Provisions,  n.  e.  s 

Ku'jber 

Tea 

Tin 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Logs 

Lumber — 

Flooring 

Laths 

Rough  and  dressed . 

Siding 

Silo  stock 

Other... 

Paper 

Piling 

Poles 

Pulp 

Shingles 

Shingle  bolts 

Wool 

Ai;  other  articles 

Total 


$23,011 
11,985 

17,894 
23,395 


6,101,781 
1,752,943 
1,480,195 

407, 8>,9 
44,878 
78,334 
1,010,  ,^0 
46,666 
3,261 

895,344 

84.570 

29,608 

874,456 

575, 435 

107.726 

48,703 

1,002,527 

31,623 

47,417 

203,620 

3,790,763 

15,915 

45, G58 

175, 120 


25,141,633 


$57,393 
36,555 
21,380 
9,320 


10,967,361 

l,a33,032 

3,572,773 

535, 06r, 

62,215 

349,324 


50,867 
18. 190 

579,218 

49, 171 

6,705 

470,681 

518, 169 

17, 583 

05,579 

1,2,9,466 

19, 147 

118,745 

554,397 

4,050,078' 

7,522 

123,570 

292,688 


51,145,336 


Exports  invoiced  at  Vancouver  for  the  Philippines  declined  in 
value  from  $15,722  in  1915  to  $1,053  in  1916,  the  only  shipment  in  the 
latter  year  being  14,600  pounds  of  preserved  milk.  There  were  no 
exports  to  Porto  Rico  or  Hawaii. 

Summary  of  British  Columbia  and  Yukon  Territory  Consulates. 

The  total  value  of  the  declared  exports  of  each  American  consular 
office  in  British  Columbia  and  Yukon  Territory  for  the  United  States 
in  1915  and  1916  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Consulates  and  agencies. 


Cumberland... 

Femie 

Nanaimo 

Nelson  i 

Prince  Rupert 


1915 

1916 

SIO.5,021 
2, 009,  789 
1,115,810 
3, 965,  780 
1,317,933 

$373,911 
5, 507, 947 
1, 499, 239 

3, 688, 620 

Consulates  and  agencies. 


Vancou^  er . 

Victoria 

V/hitehorse 

Total 


$26,340,473 
779, 198 
191,619 


35, 826, 623 


1916 


$52, 396, 880 

1, 109, 520 

533,600 


65, 109, 717 


1  Closed  May  31, 1915. 

The  principal  increases  in  the  exports  in  1916  were  in  copper 
ores  and  gold  and  silver  bullion. 

While  there  was  a  notable  gain  in  exports  of  fish,  it  was  not  as 
large  as  had  been  expected  on  account  of  the  increasing  trade  at 
the  port  of  Prince  Eupert.  The  usual  increase  in  wood  products 
was  prevented  by  a  scarcity  of  cars,  a  lack  of  labor,  etc. 

The  freight  from  point  of  shipment  to  the  point  of  destination  in 
exports  invoiced  through  the  consulate  general  at  Vancouver  during 


22  SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 

the  calendar  year  191G.  as  shown  on  the  invoices,  amounted  to 
Avas  made  up  as  folhnvs:  Fish  and  fish  products,  $96,913;  minerals, 
$419,398;  wood  products.  $2,072,482;  all  other,  $200,693. 

MARITIME  PROVINCES. 

By  Consul  <;oiioral  Evau  E.  Toiiiig,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  Marclt  28. 

The  Maritime  l*rovinces  of  Canada — Nova  Scotia,  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  Prince  P]dward  Island — have  a  combined  area  of  51,596 
square  miles  and  a  population  of  937,955.  Economic  and  industrial 
conditions  in  these  provinces  during  1916  were  similar  in  all  re- 
spects to  those  ])revailing  during  the  preceding  3'ear,  and  the  same 
generally  satisfactory  conditions  continued  throughout  the  year. 
Merchants,  both  wdiolesale  and  retail,  report  increased  activity  in 
nearly  all  lines  and  a  large  volume  of  business. 

There  were  109  commercial  failures  in  the  three  Provinces  last 
year,  against  146  in  1915;  the  liabilities  amounted  to  $915,071^  as 
compared  Avith  $850,573  in  the  preceding  year,  while  the  nominal 
assets  were  $360,647  and  $393,049,  respectively. 

Mining  Activities — Coal  Production. 

Mining  activities  are  limited  to  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick, 
the  value  of  the  output  approximating  $20,000,000  annually,  not  in- 
cluding steel  production.  According  to  official  statistics.  Nova 
Scotia  is  the  largest  coal-producing  Province  in  Canada,  the  annual 
output  slightly  exceeding  that  of  all  the  other  Provinces  combined. 
The  principal  coal  mines  are  located  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Prov- 
ince, in  Cape  Breton.  On  account  of  a  temporary  labor  shortage 
the  output  of  these  mines  shows  a  slight  falling  off  for  1916  in  com- 
parison with  that  for  the  preceding  year,  but  the  high  prices  prevail- 
ing more  than  offset  the  decrease  in  the  amount  mined.  In  the  Cape 
Breton  district  four  companies  are  engaged  in  the  mining  of  coal. 
The  Dominion  Coal  Co.  (Ltd.)  produced  5,009,770  tons  in  1915  and 
4,442,000  tons  in  1916 ;  the  Nova  Scotia  Steel  &  Coal  Co.,  611.923  tons 
and  605,650  tons;  the  Bras  D'Or  Coal  Co.  (Ltd.),  formerly  the  Colo- 
nial Coal  Co.  (Ltd.),  56,909  tons  and"  44,324  tons;  and  the  Inverness 
Railway  &  Coal  Co..  245,580  tons  and  264,385  tons;  the  total  produc- 
tion for  the  tAvo  years  being  5,924,182  tons  and  5,356,359  tons,  respec- 
tively. 
Exports  of  Coal — Gold  Mining — Quarrying  of  Gypsum.         • 

The  amount  of  coal  shipped  to  the  United  States  f  ron  the  Cape  Bre- 
ton district  in  1916  Avas  432,587  tons  valued  at  $1,140,328,  as  compared 
Avith  527,181  tons  valued  at  $1,373,440  in  1915,  a  decrease  of  92,594 
tons  and  of  $223,102  in  value.  The  coal  shipped  to  the.  L"^nited  States 
Avas  contracted  for  before  the  war,  and  it  is  believed  that  shipments 
in  1917  Avill  shoAV  a  marked  decrease.  The  output  for  the  entire 
Province  of  Nova  Scotia  amounted  to  6,500,800  tons. 

The  gold-mining  industry  Avas  marked  by  more  or  less  inactivity, 
and  probably  not  more  than  5,000  ounces  were  produced,  a  decrease 
of  2,200  ounces  Avhen  compared  with  the  output  of  1915.  This  de- 
creased production  and  lessened  activity  is  attributable  to  the  general 
connnercial  and  financial  conditions  and  to  the  increase  in  gold  min- 
ing in  British  Columbia  and  other  Provinces  that  has  diverted  capital 
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from  mining  operations  in  eastern  Canada.  The  gold  fields  of  the 
Province  cover  an  area  of  approximately  3,500  square  miles.  The 
gold  is  free  milling  and  is  from  870  to  970  fine. 

The  quarrying  of  plaster  rock,  or  gypsum,  is  carried  on  extensively 
in  both  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  a  large  portion  of  the  out- 
put being  shipped  to  the  United  States.  In  Nova  Scotia  the  principal 
quarries  are  found  in  the  Halifax  consular  district.  The  amount  ex- 
ported to  the  United  States  in  1916,  as  shown  by  invoices  certified 
at  this  consulate  general,  was  197,888  tons,  valued  at  $237,697,  while 
in  1915,  220,731  tons,  valued  at  $255,861  were  shipped. 

Lumber  Industry. 

According  to  unofficial  statistics  the  annual  value  of  the  lumber 
industry  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  approximates  $12,000,000;  this 
includes  lumber,  timber,  laths,  shingles,  and  wood  used  for  the  manu- 
facture of  pulp.  The  principal  production  is  in  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  Brunswick,  the  amount  in  Prince  Edward  Island  being  com- 
paratively small.  The  industry,  in  so  far  as  concerns  cutting  and 
shipping,  was  seriously  handicapped  in  1916  through  adverse  weather 
conditions  during  the  early  portion  of  the  year,  by  a  scarcity 
of  labor  throughout  the  entire  period,  and  by  a  lack  of  tonnage  by 
sea.  Notwithstanding  these  difficulties,  last  year  may  be  characterized 
as  a  very  active  one  for  the  industry,  although  shippers  to  the  United 
States  were  frequently  forced  to  resort  to  railway  transportation 
on  account  of  the  lack  of  tomiage. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  of  lumber  from  Halifax  to  the 
United  States  last  year  was  $467,242,  and  in  1915,  $450,745,  while 
from  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  it  was  $1,416,126  and  $1,371,450, 
respectively. 

Declared  exports  to  the  United  States  of  wood  and  its  manufac- 
tures from  the  various  consular  districts  in  the  Maritime  Provinces 
show  no  important  change  in  quantity  or  value  as  regards  the  j^ears 
1915  and  1916.  Heavy  shipments  of  deals  and  scantling  to  the 
United  Kingdom  were  continued  throughout  the  year,  the  propor- 
tion of  hardwood  among  these  shipments  being  considerably  larger 
than  usual.  A  large  quantity  of  deals  and  scantling  intended  for 
shipment  to  the  United  Kingdom  has  been  held  over  for  the  coming 
season  on  account  of  the  lack  of  bottoms.  The  cut  for  1917  will 
probably  show  a  falling  off  on  account  of  the  impossibility  of  ob- 
taining the  reqjjired  amount  of  labor. 

Manufacturing  Establishments  Have  Good  Year. 

Reports  received  from  manufacturing  and  industrial  centers  record 
a  successful  year.  It  is  impossible  at  this  time  to  obtain  accurate 
statistics  as  to  the  output  and  value  of  the  various  manufacturing 
industries  throughout  these  Provinces.  From  the  best  information 
obtainable,  however,  it  appears  that  the  output  was  in  considerable 
excess  of  that  for  the  preceding  year  and  that,  despite  the  high  rate 
of  wages  paid,  the  increased  demand  in  many  lines  resulted  in  a 
prosperous  year  for  the  industry  as  a  whole.  The  various  articles 
manufactured  cover  a  wide  range,  the  output  as  a  rule  finding  its 
market  in  the  Dominion  and  in  the  United  States.  Unofficial  esti- 
mates place  the  amount  of  capital  invested  in  all  the  manufacturing 
industries  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  at  approximately  $120,000,000 
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and  the  value  of  last  year's  products  at  approximately  $100,000,000. 
These  estimates,  althougli  unofficial  (Journal  of  Commerce,  Dec. 
5,  1910),  Avould  indicate  a  very  rapid  increase  in  recent  years  in  the 
manufacturing  industry  in  these  Provinces. 

Iron  and  Steel  Industry — Maritime  Fisheries. 

The  iron  and  steel  industries  report  a  successful  year.  Two  of 
the  larger  corporations  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  iron  and 
steel  and  their  by-products  in  the  maritime  Provinces  are  the  Nova 
Scctia  Steel  &  Coal  Co.  of  Sydney  Mines  and  the  Dominion  Iron  and 
Steel  Co.  (Ltd.).  Last  year's  output  of  both  of  these  companies  in 
pig  iron,  steel  ingots,  etc.,  shows  a  marked  increase  over  1915.  In 
some  respects,  of  course,  the  character  or  nature  of  the  output  was 
changed  materially.  Steel  rails,  for  instance,  once  one  of  the  chief 
items  of  the  output  of  one  of  the  companies,  have  now  become  one 
of  the  smallest,  wdiile  benzol  and  homologues  not  manufactured  in 
1914  are  now  among  its  most  profitable  productions.  The  Nova 
Scotia  Steel  &  Coal  Co.  also  operate  a  plant  at  New  Glasgow  that 
has  rolling  mills,  machine  shops,  etc.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that 
the  first  steel  ship  ever  constructed  in  Nova  Scotia  is  being  con- 
structed at  this  plant.  The  iron  ore  used  by  the  company  is  mined 
at  Wabana,  Newfoundland. 

The  total  market  value  of  all  kinds  of  fish,  fish  products,  and 
marine  animals  taken  by  Canadian  fishermen  from  the  sea  and  in- 
land rivers  and  lakes  for  the  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  was  $35,- 
860,708,  an  increase  of  $4,506,077  over  the  preceding  year.  The 
amount  contributed  by  the  Maritime  Provinces  was  $14,837,678,  or 
approximately  two-fifths  of  the  total  value  of  the  entire  industry 
of  the  Dominion.  The  value  of  the  industry  in  Nova  Scotia,  $9,166,- 
851,  shows  the  substantial  increase  of  $1,436,660  over  that  of  1914—15 
and  is  attributed  to  the  increased  catch  by  the  Lunenburg  Bank  fleet, 
the  larger  catch  of  lobsters,  and  higher  prices.  In  New  Brunswick 
and  Prince  Edward  Island,  however,  decreases  were  recorded — from 
$4,940,083  to  $4,737,143  for  the  former  and  from  $1,261,666  to  $933,- 
682  for  the  latter. 

Field  Crops — ^Yield  of  Potatoes  and  Apples — Drainage  of  lowlands. 

Last  year,  on  the  whole,  was  a  satisfactory  one  for  farming  and 
agricultural  interests,  although  the  fruit  growers  were  not  as  suc- 
cessful as  usual.  The  yield  in  both  quantity  and  quality  of  the  more 
important  field  crops  was,  in  the  main,  satisfactory.  • 

The  more  important  crops  in  the  three  Provinces,  potatoes,  oats, 
and  hay,  have  an  estimated  annual  value  of  $38,000,000.  The  hay 
yield  in  Nova  Scotia  w^as  the  largest  in  quantity  and  the  best  in 
quality,  according  to  official  reports,  ever  harvested  in  the  history  of 
the  Province,  the  heavy  crop  resulting  in  the  lowering  of  prices. 
The  potato  crop,  which  was  unusually  poor  throughout  the  three 
Provinces  in  1915,  exceeded  the  yield  for  that  year  by  nearly  50 
per  cent.  In  Prince  Edward  Island  the  yield  of  potatoes  was  un- 
precedented, amounting  approximately  to  7,000,000  bushels.  With 
the  renewal  of  shipments  to  the  United  States  the  returns  to  growers 
were  very  satisfactory. 

Fruit  growers  in  Nova  Scotia  passed  through  another  disappoint- 
ing year,^  last  year's  yield  being  approxmiately  the  same  as  for  the 
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preceding  year,  which  is  about  30  per  cent  less  than  the  average^' 
According  to  reliable  estimates  about  575,000  bushels  of  shipping 
apples  were  produced;  of  these  probably  60  per  cent  will  be  sent 
to  England  and  the  remainder  to  Newfoundland,  New  Brunswick, 
Quebec,  and  Ontario.  According  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  different  reasons  are  assigned  for  the  light  crop,  but 
the  fact  that  a  light  yield  has  been  the  record  of  orchards  for  1916 
in  all  parts  of  the  Province  as  well  as  in  other  Provinces  of  the 
Dominion,  including  the  large  fruit-growing  areas  of  Ontario,  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  climatic  conditions  are  mainly  responsible.  The 
fruit,  as  a  rule,  was  of  superior  quality  and  high  prices  prevailed. 

In  Prince  Edward  Island  the  tiled  drainage  of  low,  wet  lands  is 
being  encouraged  under  an  enactment  of  the  legislature  at  its  1916 
session.  A  clay  has  been  discovered  on  the  island  that  apparently 
is  well  adapted  for  the  manufacture  of  tile  and  brick,  and  as  a  result 
of  a  series  of  experiments  a  company  manufacturing  these  articles 
has  been  formed,  and  an  output  is  now  apparently  assured  sufficient 
to  begin  active  work  on  the  undertiling  of  many  farms. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  Mari- 
time Provinces  for  the  year  1916  amounted  to  $79,578,115,  as  com- 
pared with  $16,929,054  for  1915. 

The  declared  value  of  goods  invoiced  at  the  various  consular  offices 
in  the  three  Provinces  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  during  the 
two  years  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Consular  district. 

1915 

1916 

Consular  district. 

1915 

1916 

NEW  BKUNSWICK. 

St.  John 

$1,739,128 
715,218 
1,287,679 
1,368,587 
549,907 
1,797,723 
2,574.518 

S3, 111,088 
1,088,096 
1,157,558 
2,003,064 
904,912 
1,331,103 
2,863,613 

NOVA  SCOTIA — cont'd. 
Canso 

$160,800 
825,611 
272,112 
792,963 
109,431 
142,358 

$140,770 

Moncton 

Louisburg .        

776  518 

Port  Havvkesbury 

Yarmouth  .             . 

366, 318 

St.  Stephen 

1,027  622 

Fredericton 

169,395 
221,412 

St.  Leonards 

Campbellton 

Total 

6,420,266 

66,102,395 

Total 

10,032,760 

12,459,434 

PRINCE   EDWARD  ISLAND. 

Charlotte  town 

307,444 
168,584 

NOVA  SCOTIA. 

2,266,302 
220,397 
569,495 

1,060,797 

61,407,816 

220,984 

598,458 

1,173,102 

778,977 

Halifax 

237,309 

Total 

Bridgewater 

476,028 

1,016,286 

Sydney .* 

Analysis  of  Export  Returns. 

The  marked  increase  in  the  value  of  declared  exports  from  the 
Halifax  consular  district  was  due  to  large  shipments  of  gold  bullion. 
Deducting  the  value  of  these  shipments,  $58,798,400,  there  was  but 
little  change  in  the  total  value  of  declared  exports  for  the  years  1915 
and  1916.  Lumber  shipments  were  practically  the  same  in  both  years, 
but  there  was  a  notable  increase  in  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  ex- 
ports of  fish  and  fish  products.  Canned  lobsters  to  the  value  of 
$176,359  were  exported  to  the  United  States  from  the  Halifax  district 
in  1915,  while  in  1916  the  value  increased  to  $273,968.  Curtailment 
of  shipments  to  Europe  and  higher  prices  account  for  the  increase. 
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\  Exj)orts  from  St.  John  to  the  United  States  show  a  marked  in- 
crease, resulting  from  the  general  actiAity  of  the  market  and  the 
high  prices  that  prevailed  during  the  year.  There  was  a  decided  in- 
crease in  the  shipments  of  coal  that  were  carried  on  extensively  by 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  to  supply  its  agents  in  the  State  of 
Maine  and  to  store  the  product  for  future  use.  Shipments  of  hides 
and  skins,  lumber,  nails,  lime,  etc.,  from  the  St.  John  consular  dis- 
trict all  shoW'  a  marked  increase  in  value  over  the  preceding  year. 

Exports  from  the  Moncton,  New  Brunswick,  consular  district  in- 
creased by  approximately  $375,000  as  the  result  of  larger  shipments 
of  plaster  and  iron  and  steel  manufactures. 

Marked  increases  are  also  shown  in  the  export  returns  from  the 
St.  Stephen,  New  Brunswick,  consular  district.  The  increase  appears 
largely  in  shipments  of  fertilizer,  fish,  and  sole  leather. 

From  Prince  Edward  Island  the  declared  exports,  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  the  island,  exceeded  $1,000,000.  This  large  gain 
is  not  due  merely  to  liigher  prices,  for  shipments  of  potatoes,  potato 
starch,  canned  lobsters,  and  eggs  all  show  marked  increases. 

Declared  Exports  from  Halifax  District. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  declared  value  of  the 
principal  articles  invoiced  at  the  United  States  consular  offices  in  the 
Halifax  district  in  1915  and  1916  for  shipment  to  the  United  States : 


Articles. 


1915 


Quantity.       Value 


Quantity.       Value 


Berries,  edible,  fresh quarts. 

Cod  oil gallons. 

Fertilizer tons. 

Fish: 

Cod^addoclc,  hake,  and  pollock — 

Dried,  smoked,  salted,  and  pickled pounds.. 

Fresh,  frozen,  or  packed  in  ice do 

Halibut do. . . , 

Herring — 

Dried  or  smoked do — 

Pickled  or  salted. . .-. do 

Mackerel — 

Fresh,  frozen,  or  packed  in  ice do 

Pickled  or  salted do 

Salmon do 

Shellfish— Lobsters- 
Canned  do 

Other do 

All  other do 

Furs  and  fur  skins,  undressed pieces. . 

Grindstones tons. . 

Gypsum,  crude do 

Hides  and  skins,  green  and  pickled: 

Calf pounds. , 

Cattle do 

Sheep do 

Household  goods , 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactiu'es  of: 

Scrap  metal tons . . 

Another 

Lime  juice gallons.. 

Milk,  condensed pounds.. 

Ore,  manganese tons.. 

Paper  stock,  crude: 

Canvas,  waste pounds . . 

Rope,  waste do 

Rubber,  scrap do 

Spices :  N ut megs do 

Tea do..., 


354, 419 

133, 895 

693 


5,377,302 

98, 200 
2,000 


8, 430, 2G5 

588, 490 

2, 739, 239 

10,453 

584,522 
554, 707 
261,333 
6,965 
234 
220, 731 

73,  S.SO 
486,934 
289, 550 


240 


42,322 

1,065,128 

42 


550,308 
211, 707 


$30, 101 
65,497 
13,  477 


317, 109 

4,209 

221 


196,062 

19, 810 

178, 281 

1,125 

176,359 
65,408 
13,093 
13, 152 
6,007 

255,861 

17,074 
92, 247 
23,314 
20,987 

18,478 
26,970 
29,015 
101,353 
3,391 


13,457 
16, 175 


408,245 

124, 240 

106 


5,998,840 
83,163 
21,704 

345, 159 
8,920,340 

400,842 

2,776,369 

118,013 

651, 676 
375, 798 
113,014 
12,880 
203 
197,  n88 

30,617 
472, 791 
180,030 


914 


41, 115 


9,217 


2,354 

84,375 

542 

138,320 
438,835 
30,300 
111,  189 


$32,071 
81,220 
2,056 


470,308 
6,197 
2,120 

13,057 
266,086 

14,400 

173, 683 

0,051 

273,968 

70,432 

6,422 

24,212 

5,427 

237, 697 

16,429 
102, 739 
19,568 
18,089 

C5,095 
36,658 
1,205 
10,687 
65,475 

11,154 
17,773 
3,411 
19,721 
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Articles. 


1915 


Quantity.       Value 


Quantity.        Value 


HALIFAX— continued. 

Wood,  and  mauufactnres  oi: 

Board.s,  planks,  deals,  etc.— 

Not  planed  or  fluished M  feet. 

Planed  and  finished do. . . 

Laths M. 

Staves 

Timber,  logs,  etc M  feet . 

All  other 

Wool: 

Unwashed pounds. 

Washed do... 

All  other  arlicles 


21, 030 

2,654 

26, 876 


17,519 
S.J,  613 


$296,358 
61, 740 

80,840 

594 

7,404 

3,809 

8,018 
38, 182 
51,092 


22, 678 
2,199 
14, 898 


12,662 
28, 750 


S366, 125 

33,710 

40, 761 

14, 926 

6,577 

5,143 

5,384 
16,714 
95,385 


Total  merchandise. 
Gold  bullion 


2,265,547 

755 


2, 609, 416 
58,  798, 400 


Grand  total. 


2,266,302 


61,407,816 


BRIDGEWATER  AGENCY. 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Boards,  pianks,  deals,  and  other  sawed  lumber — 

Not  plaued  or  finished M  feet. 

Planed  or  finished .' do. .. 

Laths M . 

Pulp 

Pulpwood cords . 

Another 

All  other  articles 


20,801,942 

2,472,911 

7, 261 


470, 176 
49, 094 
25,493 
17,504 


17,301,078 
3,103,913 

8,573 


2,596 
4,632 


409,638 
67,375 
34, 132 
33,816 
48, 895 
3,040 
1,562 


Total. 


569, 495 


598, 458 


LUNENBURG  AGENCY. 

Cod  oil gallons. 

Fish: 

Cod,  dried pounds. 

Herrtnq,  salt  and  pickled do. . . 

Mackerel,  pickled do. . . 

Shell— Lobsters,  fresh 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Laths M. 

Lumber,  not  planed M  feet. 

Pulp poimds. 

All  other  articles 


52,093 

893, 169 
1, 982, 725 

77,  900 


13, 646 

73, 115 
41, 132 
6,502 


14,465 

1,728,500 

1,115 

67,700 


1,841 
3,592,250 


5,490 
74, 616 


6,296 


500 

1, 104, 875 

813, 700 


7,707 

153, 443 
18, 151 
3,003 
10, 084 

1,829 
18,302 
3,100 
5,365 


Total. 


220,397 


220, 984 


Fish,  valued  at  $264,552,  was  the  only  item  invoiced  at  Halifax 
for  Porto  Rico  in  1916,  while  in  1915  it  was  represented  by  $205,110 
out  of  the  total  value  of  $205,513.  Shipments  to  Hawaii  from  Hali- 
fax also  consisted  of  fish,  $6,450  worth  being  invoiced  in  1915  and 
$1,683  worth  in  1916. 

Goods  invoiced  at  Lunenburg  for  Porto  Rico  were  valued  at 
$424,636  in  1916,  when  the  items  were  fish  worth  $411,809  and  lumber 
valued  at  $12,827.  In  1915,  also,  fish  and  lumber  valued  at  $447,604 
and  $8,340,  respectively,  were  the  only  items  invoiced  for  that  island. 

Lumber,  worth  $6,705,  was  the  only  article  shipped  to  Porto  Rico 
from  Bridgewater  last  year ;  there  were  no  shipments  in  1915. 

Trade  with  the  United  States. 

Official  statis-tics  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  imports  into  this 
district  from  the  United  States  for  1916  are  not  yet  available,  but 
importers  and  merchants  agree  that  a  marked  increase  was  effected. 
The  additional  customs  duty  of  7|  per  cent  ad  valorem,  Avhich  was 
enacted  as  a  Avar-revenue  measure,  does  not  apparently  curtail  im- 
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portatious  of  articles  that  have  been  imported  into  this  district  for 
many  years.  On  the  other  hand,  the  cutting  off  of  certain  other 
sources  of  supi)lies  and  the  depletion  of  stocks  on  hand  made  it  neces- 
sary for  local  dealers  to  look  for  other  sources  for  a  fairly  large  num- 
ber of  articles,  and  it  is  gi'atifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  American 
manufacturers  obtained  a  satisfactory  share  in  this  new  trade. 
Transportation  conditions  generally  throughout  the  year  were  such 
that  Avholesalers  and  importers  were  handicapped  in  their  efforts  to 
obtain  prompt  deliveries,  and,  as  a  result  of  these  conditions,  in  the 
cases  of  several  large  emergency  orders  the  goods  arrived  too  late 
to  supply  the  need.  Generally  speaking,  however,  the  export  trade 
of  the  United  States  with  the  Maritime  Provinces  in  1916  was  most 
satisfactory. 

This  field,  on  account  of  its  close  proximity  to  the  United  States, 
is  so  well  known  to  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  that  one 
hai'dly  feels  called  upon  to  proffer  advice  or  suggestions.  No  com- 
plaints were  received  as  regards  the  quality  of  shipments  received 
from  the  United  States  or  the  promptness  of  our  manufacturers  in 
filling  orders.  A  few  shipments,  however,  were  returned  as  being 
■'  not  according  to  order." 

The  prospects  for  the  continuance  during  the  current  year  of  this 
large  volume  of  trade  are  bright.  The  purchasing  poAver  throughout 
the  Maritime  Provinces  is  high  and  financial  and  economic  conditions 
are  sound  and  satisfactory.  With  continued  care  and  attention  on 
the  part  of  American  business  interests  engaged  in  trade  in  the  Mari- 
time Provinces  of  Canada,  there  can  be  no  reason,  apparently,  why 
the  mutually  satisfactory  conditions  now  existing  should  not  con- 
tinue throughout  the  current  year,  and,  so  far  as  now  can  be  foreseen, 
for  many  years  to  come. 
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